@Congress of the United States
Washington, DC 20515

His Excellency Cui Tiankai

Ambassador of the People’s Republic of China to the United States
3505 International Place, NW

Washington, DC 20008

Dear Ambassador Cui:

As members of this esteemed body stated to your predecessor two years ago, we believe China’s
international reputation, especially with the United States, has suffered from the continuing
imprisonments, disappearances, and harassment of Chinese citizens who have been peacefully advocating
for their human rights. We do not believe these citizens are a threat to China’s political stability, but, in
fact, will improve such stability through their efforts to implement the fundamental freedoms found in
China’s constitution and the treaties to which it is a party.

One such peaceful advocate is Wu Zeheng, a prominent Buddhist leader with millions of followers,
students, and supporters throughout the world. His love for China and its people prompted him to address
a letter to the Central Committee of the Chinese Communist Party in 1998 with his suggestions for
governmental reform, which would have greatly benefited the Party’s relations with its people and quiet
the unrest which had been building.

Because of this letter, Wu was tried without legal counsel and sentenced to a prison term of 11 years for
economic crimes, and he was severely mistreated throughout the time he spent in prison. Even after his
release in February 2010, the local government and police have subjected him to harassment,
surveillance, intimidation, physical and verbal abuse, and restrictions on his rights to movement, speech,
and the freedom to practice his religion. Even his business, upon which he depends for a living, has not
been free of such harassment,

In addition, Wu applied for a passport to Hong Kong and Macao in July of 2010, but local officials have
failed to issue it, in violation of Chinese law, simply saying that “...it is still being processed.” Despite
Wu’s attempts to obtain his passport through legal means from August 2012 to the present, the local
authorities in Guangdong Province continue to thwart his efforts and threaten him. They have also
increased their efforts to harass him.

China’s leaders have repeatedly stated that they are committed to the improvement of human rights and
their relations with the international community. This February and July, Chinese President Xi Jinping
and Vice Premier Wang Yang visited the United States, and both leaders vowed to grasp opportunities,
overcome difficulties, and further promote the China-US cooperative partnership based on mutual respect.
More recently, during the US-China Strategic and Economic Dialogue, Chinese Vice Premier Wang
expressed the hope that “our dialogue should be honest and pragmatic. [By] not avoiding problems, both
parties [should] make an effort to understand their differences on the basis of finding solutions to the
problems.”

We believe this is a good sign for the improvement of China’s human rights record. However, the stories
of arrest and abuse faced by individuals like Wu Zeheng and many others inhibit and complicate our
bilateral cooperation. With respect to Mr. Wu, we urge your government to cease all restrictions and
harassment directed at him and to provide him his passport. Like any other citizen, he is entitled to his
rights and should be treated accordingly.
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