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May 8, 2020

Dr. Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus
Director-General

World Health Organization
Avenue Appia 20

1211 Geneva

Dear Director-General Tedros:

I am writing in supplement of my March 23, 2020 letter regarding the COVID-19 pandemic.
Over the course of the last few months, it has become increasingly clear that the Chinese
Communist Party (CCP) failed to uphold its commitments under the 2005 International Health
Regulations (2005 IHR), which were instituted in response to the China’s mishandling of the
2003 SARS outbreak. Article 6 of the 2005 IHR requires all Member States to report any SARS
cases, as defined in WHO Guidance for the Use of Annex 2, within 24 hours. Instead of abiding
by these rules, the CCP arrested doctors who shared positive test results for SARS coronavirus,
and ordered laboratories to stop testing and destroy samples. In addition, Articles 6 and 7 require
Member States to provide the WHO with “timely, accurate, and sufficiently detailed public
health information.” The CCP’s well documented suppression of relevant information, including
the genomic sequence of SARS-CoV-2, is a clear violation of these requirements.

Under the 2005 IHR, the WHO is also required to fulfil certain obligations to Member States,
particularly in accordance with Articles 9, 10, and 11. Based on information publicly available, it
appears the WHO failed to carry out its mandate in relation to investigating unofficial reports of
public health events, seeking verifications of such unofficial reports, and disseminating
unofficial reports to Member States, including the U.S. Unfortunately, the public record leaves
many unanswered questions about when the CCP provided certain information to the WHO and
what, if any, activities the WHO engaged in under Articles 9,10, and 11.

To that end, I respectfully request you provide answers to the following questions:
o When did the WHO first learn that the outbreak in Wuhan was caused by a coronavirus

similar to the virus that caused the 2003 SARS pandemic?
e When did the WHO first confirm that human-to-human transmission was occurring?

51



e Did the WHO seek verification of Taiwan’s reports of SARS cases and ongoing human-
to-human transmission in accordance with Article 97 If not, why not?

e Ifso, did the Government of the People’s Republic of China (PRC) comply?

e If the PRC did not comply, why did the WHO not transmit that information to Member
States in accordance with Article 10?

e  Why did the WHO not transmit the information provided by Taiwan to WHO Member
States in accordance with Article 11?

e Has the WHO received similar emails from Taiwan in the past? If so, how were they
handled?

e Did the WHO investigate the warnings, in accordance with Article 9, from Dr. Ho, a
member of the WHO Collaborating Centre for Infection Disease Epidemiology and
Control at the University of Hong Kong, regarding the high likelihood that human-to-
human transmission was already occurring? If not, why not?

e Ifso, did the Government of the PRC comply?

e Does the WHO consider viral isolates and genetic sequencing data “public health
information™ under Article 6?

e Has the WHO requested live virus samples from the PRC? If so, has the PRC provided
said samples?

e  When did the WHO become aware of reports that the PRC was suppressing public health
information in violation of Articles 6 and 7?

e After becoming aware, did Director-General Tedros request an explanation from the
CCP?

e Who were the “select team members™ of the WHO-China Joint Mission who were
allowed access to Wuhan? v
What actions has the WHO taken in response to the PRC’s violations of the 2005 IHR?
Has the WHO ever taken action against a State Party in response to violations of the
IHR?

e What new information was available to Director-General Tedros on January 31%, when
he declared a PHEIC, that was not publicly reported on January 2372

e Was the WHO told, or made to feel, that the WHO’s access to data, information, and
access to potential sites in Wuhan, China was contingent on cooperating with the CCP’s
narrative of events?

The WHO conducts incredibly important work, often in some of the most challenging places in V
the world. However, I believe it is important to clear-eyed about the lack of dissemination of key
information that was available at the start of this pandemic. The 2005 IHR were implemented in
response to failures of the CCP in responding to the 2003 SARS pandemic. It appears that for a
second time the status quo has failed to prevent a public health disaster. It is only by establishing
an accurate understanding of why actions were, or were not, taken, and the reasoning behind
those decisions, that we can prevent similar shortcomings in the fiiture. I look forward to your
response.

Sincerely,

WD T W %l

Michael T. McCaul
Republican Ranking Member
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