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Voice of America

Words and Idioms 208: Chip on One’s Shoulder,
Clean Slate

TEXT: TRANG : Huyén Trang va Brandon Garner xin kinh chao quy vi thinh gia. Trong bai
hoc thanh nglt WORDS AND IDIOMS hém nay, chung t6i xin gidi thi¢u cung quy vi hai thanh
ngit m&i. Mot c6 tir CHIP nghia 1a mot manh gd , va mot c6 tirt CLEAN nghia 1a sach. Brandon
xin doc thanh ngit thir nhat.

VOICE: BRANDON: The first idiom is CHIP ON ONE’S SHOULDER, CHIP ON ONE’S
SHOULDER.

TEXT: TRANG : CHIP ON ONE’S SHOULDER c¢6 mét tir méi 1a SHOULDER : cai vai.

Thanh ngit ndy xuat xir tir thé ky thr 19 dé chi nhitng nguoi thlch gdy su, mang mot khic gb trén
vai va thach nguoi khac danh nhau véi ho dé lam roi khiic gd xudng dit. Bay gi0 no c6 nghia la
mot thai do phan uit vi nghi rang qua khtr ciia minh khién moi nguoi ¢6 thanh kién v6i minh.

Mot ong noi vé thoi ky kho khan ctia 6ng hdi ong con nho va di hoc tai mot trung hoc tu.

VOICE: BRANDON: When I first got to private school, I had a hard time. [ wasn’t used to
being around kids who came from wealthy families. And that upset me. Years later, my
classmates told me how I always had a CHIP ON MY SHOULDER. That’s because I felt they
treated me badly because I wasn’t rich.

TEXT: TRANG : Hoi to6i méi vao trudng tu t6i da gap. rat nhiéu kho khan. Té6i khong quen giao
tiép véi nhitng hoc sinh con nha giau. Va diéu nay khién t6i khé chiu . Nhiéu niam sau, cac ban
cung 16p clia t6i n6i voi toi rang hoi d6 lic nao toi cling c6 thai do gay han Do 1a vi téi cam thay
ho ddi xtr té bac véi toi chi vi toi khong giau c6.

PRIVATE SCHOOL la truong tu , va WEALTHY la giau c6. Bay gio xin moi quy vi nghe lai
thi du nay.

VOICE: BRANDON: When I first got to private school, I had a hard time. I wasn’t used to
being around kids who came from wealthy families. And that upset me. Years later, my
classmates told me how I always had a CHIP ON MY SHOULDER. That’s because I felt they

treated me badly because I wasn’t rich.

TEXT: TRANG : Trong mét cong ty, van dé nhan vién dugc thing chirc hay khong thuong gay
ra nhiéu xich mich. Mot nhan vién néi vd1 mdt ban dong nghiép vé truong hop cua anh nhu sau:

VOICE: BRANDON: We’ve both wanted to move up in the company. So I’m sorry that the
boss promoted me and not you. Every time I try to talk to you, you’ve got a CHIP ON YOUR
SHOULDER. But if you want to be mad at someone, it should be her. She made the decision.



TEXT: TRANG : Ca hai chiing ta déu muén thing tién trong cong ty. Vi thé t6i rat tiéc 1a ba xép
d3 thing chire cho t6i chir khong phai cho anh. M&i khi t6i mudn néi chuyén véi anh, anh
thuong to ra phian uat . Nhung néu anh mudn tirc gidn mot ngudi nao thi anh nén gian ba xép.
Chinh ba 4y da quyét dinh nhu vay.

TO PROMOTE la thing chirc, dé bat, va DECISION la quyét dinh. BAy gio Brandon xin doc
lai thi du nay.

VOICE: BRANDON: We’ve both wanted to move up in the company. So I’m sorry that the
boss promoted me and not you. Every time I try to talk to you, you’ve got a CHIP ON YOUR
SHOULDER. But if you want to be mad at someone, it should be her. She made the decision.

MUSIC BRIDGE
TEXT: TRANG : Tiép theo ddy la thanh ngir thir hai.
VOICE: BRANDON: The second idiom is CLEAN SLATE, CLEAN SLATE.

TEXT: TRANG : CLEAN SLATE c6 mot tr méi la SLATE, loai da den dung lam tAm bang o
truong hay ctra tiém . Nguoi ta ding phan tring dé ghi chép moi viéc 1én d6, va sau do c6 thé
x6a di mot cach dé dang. Ngay nay CLEAN SLATE dung dé chi viéc x6a bo nhitng gi sai trai
trong qua khtr dé c6 co hoi thanh cong trong mot hoan canh méi ma khong bi kho khin gi ngin
chan.

Anh Jeremy 13 mot nguoi nghién danh bac . Tuong lai anh khong c6 vé gi sang sua cho lam .
Tuy nhién , mot vai bién ¢ d xay ra khién cudc doi anh thay d6i. Ban anh cho biét:

VOICE: BRANDON: Jeremy had a terrible gambling problem. He got into such bad debt that
he lost his house and his car. Eventually, he received counselling , and a court allowed him to
declare bankruptcy to have most of his debts forgiven. That’s given hima CLEAN SLATE he
needed. He’s slowly rebuilding his life.

TEXT: TRANG : Anh Jeremy mic binh nghién danh bac rat nang. Anh mic ng qua nhiéu dén
d6 mat ca nha 1n xe 6t6. Nhung cudi cing anh duoc khuyén bao , va mot toa an cho phép anh
khai pha san dé x6a phan 16n ng nan cia anh . D6 1a co hoi x6a bo moi 161 1am trong qua khir ma
anh can c6 dé bat dau lai tir dau. Anh dang dan dan xay dung lai cudc doi.

TO GAMBLE la danh bac, TO COUNSEL la chi dan, khuyén bao,va BANKRUPTCY la pha
san , vO ng. Bay gid xin moi quy vi nghe lai thi du nay.

VOICE: BRANDON: Jeremy had a terrible gambling problem. He got into such bad debt that
he lost his house and his car. Eventually, he received counseling , and a court allowed him to
declare bankruptcy to have most of his debts forgiven. That’s given him a CLEAN SLATE he
needed. He’s slowly rebuilding his life.



TEXT: TRANG : Chinh tri gia 1a nhitng ngudi thuong hira hen rat nhiéu diéu véi cir tri khi ho ra
tranh ctr , nhung khong lam dugc gi nhi€u sau khi dac cir. Mot cu dan ndi vé céac vién chire
trong cong dong cua dng nhu sau:

VOICE: BRANDON: The people in my community aren’t very happy these days with our local
officials. They’re fed up with how little is getting accomplished. If this slow pace of change
continues, | predict a lot of those politicians will lose their seats in the next election. A CLEAN
SLATE might just be what it will take to meet the voters’ expectations.

TEXT: TRANG : Cu dan trong cOng dong clia t6i may lac nay khong hai long véi cac vién chire
dia phuong. Ho chan ngay khi thay rat it viéc dugc hoan tat. Neu toc d6 thay d6i cham chap nay
cu kéo dai , t6i du doan rang nhiéu chinh tri gia trong s6 nay s& mat ghé trong cudc bau ctr sip

1. Mot danh sach tng ctr vién méi c6 18 s& 1a diéu phai c6 dé dap ung nhitng mong doi cua ctr
tri.

TO ACCOMPLISH Ia hoan thanh , TO PREDICT la du doan, va POLITICIAN la chinh tri gia.
Bay gio Brandon xin doc lai thi du nay.

VOICE: BRANDON: The people in my community aren’t very happy these days with our local
officials. They’re fed up with how little is getting accomplished. If this slow pace of change
continues, | predict a lot of those politicians will lose their seats in the next election. A CLEAN
SLATE might just be what it will take to meet the voters’ expectations.

TEXT: TRANG : Thi dy vira roi di két thiic bai hoc thanh ngit WORDS AND IDIOMS hom
nay cia dai Tiéng No6i Hoa ky. Nhu vay la ching ta vira hoc dugc hai thianh ngit méi. Mot 1a
CHIP ON ONE’S SHOULDER nghia 14 thai d6 phin ut vi c6 su bat man trong long, va hai la
CLEAN SLATE nghia 13 co hdi x6a bé moi sai trai trong quéa khtr. Huyén Trang va Brandon
Garner xin kinh chao quy vi thinh gia, va xin hen gip lai quy vi trong bai hoc ké tiép.



