The Making of a Nation
Iron Ships Clash at Sea

Lesson Plan
by Jill Robbins, Ph.D.



Introduction

This lesson plan is to accompany the Making of a
Nation story, Iron Ships Clash at Sea.

Depending on the length of the class period, this
lesson may cover more than one session. The
approach used in this lesson is based on the CALLA
approach. See the end of the lesson for more
information and resources on teaching with the
CALLA approach.



Lesson Elements

Prepare
Present
Practice
Self-Evaluate
Expand



Prepare

Ask, "What do you know about naval battles? Have
you heard of the iron ships?" Allow students time to
discuss what they know.

Show students the map on the next slide to orient
them to the location of the places mentioned in the
story.

Then, make sure they know the key vocabulary words
from this story.

Teach vocabulary and new concepts



Location of the battle of Hampton Roads — March 1862
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See also: Civil War Trust’s Map of the Battle of Hampton Roads




Vocabulary

sheets - n. thin, flat pieces
monster - n. something unusually large

eardrums - n. thin, tightly stretched pieces
of tissue in the ear that move back and forth
when sound waves hit them

unconscious - adj. not awake, usually
because of an injury



Present

Explain “As we read this story, we will organize new information by
classifying information. This strategy helps us to remember and
understand the details we learn while reading. When we read this
article, we will use the information we classify to compare and
contrast the two main ships in the battle.

Ask students to take out a piece of paper or hand out a prepared table as

seen on the following slide.
“Make a table on your paper. Write ‘The Virginia’ at the top of the
left column. Write “‘The Monitor’ at the top of the right column. As
we read the first part of the story, look for some details about the
Confederate ship, the Virginia.”

Play the first section of the story, up to “And it was coming back for more.”



Classify to Compare

The Virginia The Monitor




Say, “What did you hear or see? There is a lot of
information that we can classify as being about The
Virginia.”

“What else did we hear? Write it in your chart. You

don't need to write the exact words on your chart.
Short phrases are ok.”

Show the next slide as an example of how to
classify the information.

Model the strategy



Classify to Compare

The Virginia The Monitor

Made from an old Union ship, the Merrimack

80 meters long

Covered w/sheets of iron 10 centimeters thick
Ten windows

Sharp point at front

Moved slowly




Practice

Say, “Now it’s your turn. Let’s read the next
section. Be ready to classify the information.”

Play the story to ‘The men quickly learned
to stay away from the walls.’

Ask students to write what they learned
about the Monitor. “Now, turn to your
neighbor and compare your tables." Give
students time discuss; about 3 minutes should
be long enough.

Allow students to practice the strategy with the story



Classify to Compare

The Virginia The Monitor

Made from an old Union ship, the Merrimack | Covered with iron

80 meters long Smaller than the Virginia

Covered w/sheets of iron 10 centimeters thick |Guns could move in a circle

Ten windows Men suffered from noise, heat, smoke
Sharp point at front
Moved slowly

Men suffered from noise, heat, smoke




Say, “We are getting some things that are the same and
some that are different. Comparing and contrasting means
we are going to tell about both of these things. Let’s listen
to the rest of the story and classify things that are the same
for both ships.”

Play to the end of the story.

Explain to students: “Classifying is a good strategy
for when you have to compare and contrast two or
more things. Let’s see if it helps us to compare the
two ships. ”

Allow students to practice the strategy with the story



Self-Evaluation

Ask students to take turns, without looking at their paper:

Student 1: Tell how the Virginia was different from the
Monitor.

Student 2: Tell how the Monitor was the same as the
Virginia.

Ask a few students to share their comparison/contrast
with with class.

Follow up by asking, Do you think classifying helped you
remember the story?” Ask students to give a signal
(thumbs up for yes, thumbs down for no, or another

culturally appropriate set of gestures) to let you know if
classifying was helpful.

Ask students to evaluate for themselves whether the strategy helped them



Expand

Wrap up the lesson by asking students to think of
other times they can classify. Possible answers are
‘listening to a lecture, reading a textbook, or
watching a movie.’

Encourage students to go home and classify with a
homework assignment or in their next class.

Ask students use the strategy in other contexts



About the CALLA Approach

The Cognitive Academic Language Learning Approach (CALLA)is an instructional model for
second and foreign language learners based on cognitive theory and research.

CALLA integrates instruction in priority topics from the content curriculum, development of
the language skills needed for learning in school, and explicit instruction in using learning
strategies for academic tasks.

The goals of CALLA are for students to learn essential academic content and language and to
become independent and self-regulated learners through their increasing command over a
variety of strategies for learning in school. CALLA can be used in ESL, EFL, bilingual, foreign
language, and general education

classrooms.

CALLA was developed by Anna Uhl Chamot and J. Michael O'Malley, and is being
implemented in approximately 30 school districts in the United States as well as in several
other countries.

Below is an illustrated list of language learning strategies.



Metacognitive Strategies



Task-Based Strategies



Task-Based Strategies



Task-Based Strategies



Task-Based Strategies



Task-Based Strategies



