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This	lesson	plan	is	to	accompany	the	American	Stories	series	episode,	The	
Diamond	Lens	by	Fitz-James	O'Brien.

A	transcript	of	the	story	is	included	at	the	end	of	this	lesson	to	print	so	
students	can	read	as	they	listen.	Teachers	who	cannot	play	the	audio	from	the	
website	can	read	the	story	aloud	or	have	students	read	it.

This	lesson	plan	is	based	on	the	CALLA	Approach.	See	the	end	of	the	lesson	for	
more	information	and	resources	on	teaching	with	the	CALLA	approach.	The	
following	slide	shows	the	five	parts	of	this	lesson	plan.

Introduction



Lesson	Elements

Prepare
Present
Practice

Self-Evaluate
Expand



Teach	vocabulary	and	new	concepts

Prepare

Introduce	the	story.	“Today	we	will	read	The	Diamond	Lens	by	Fitz-James	
O'Brien.	It	is	a	story	about	a	man	who	loves	microscopes.	Have	you	ever	
looked	in	a	microscope?	What	can	you	see	when	you	look	in	one?

Listen	to	students’	answers.	Depending	on	the	experiences	of	your	
students,	some	may	not	have	taken	a	science	class	or	learned	about	
microscopes.	You	can	show	a	picture	of	what	is	seen	through	a	
microscope	such	as	the	image	on	the	following	slide.

Teach	the	vocabulary	for	the	story	shown	on	the	slide	after	the	next	one.



Seawater	under	a	microscope



Vocabulary

microscope – n.	a	device	used	to	make	very	small	things	look	larger	

so	they	can	be	studied

lens - n. a	clear	curved	piece	of	glass	or	plastic	that	is	used	to	make	

things	look	clearer,	smaller,	or	bigger

magnify	- v.	to	make	(something)	appear	larger

ignorant - adj. lacking	knowledge	or	information

enormous	- adj. very	great	in	size	or	amount



Present

Introduce	the	task	to	students:	“As	we	read	the	story	today,	we	will	
practice	the	strategy	predict	to	help	us	understand	the	story.	I’m	
going	to	begin	reading	and	predict	or	guess	what	will	happen	next	in	
the	story.	I’ll	show	you	how	to	do	this.”

Play	or	read	aloud	to	“I	decided	to	study	medicine	in	New	York.”	

Model	the	strategy:	“The	first	part	of	the	story	describes	the	main	
character.	We	learn	that	he	is	very	interested	in	looking	at	things	
through	a	microscope.	He	says	he	is	going	to	study	medicine.	I	am	
going	to	predict	what	I	think	will	happen	next.	I	think	that	he	will	
discover	some	important	medical	facts	from	looking	in	a	
microscope.”

Explain	the	task	and	model	the	learning	strategy



Make	a	chart	like	the	one	on	the	next	slide.	Tell	the	students	that	
the	story	gives	us	hints	about	what	will	happen.	To	stay	engaged	
with	the	story	(you	may	say	“interested”	or	“involved”	if	you	like)	
we	can	predict	what	will	happen,	based	on	the	facts	of	the	story.

Tell	students,	“For	example,	in	the	first	paragraph,	we	read,	“clouds	
that	surrounded	my	daily	life	rolled	away.	I	saw	a	universe	of	tiny	
living	creatures	in	a	drop	of	water.	Day	after	day,	night	after	night,	I	
studied	life	under	my	microscope.”	We	can	predict	from	this	that	the	
main	character	will	try	to	continue	using	a	microscope.	We	can	guess	
that	it	makes	him	happier	than	anything	else	from	the	part	about	the	
clouds	rolling	away.”



Predict	Events

What	the	story	tells	me What	I	predict	will	happen

Day	after	day…I	studied	life He	will	keep	using	a	
microscope

I	decided	to	spend	my	life	
studying	themicroscope.

This	confirms	our	first	guess.	I	
predict	he	will	study	science.

I	decided	to	study	medicine	in	
New	York.

I	predict	he	will	do	well	as	a	
medical	student



Allow	students	to	practice	the	strategy	with	the	story

Practice

Prepare	students	for	the	next	part,	“Now	it’s	your	turn.	Let’s	listen	to	
some	more	of	the	story.	As	we	listen,	think	about	what	will	happen	
next	in	the	story.	Use	the	facts	you	learn	by	reading	or	listening.	Take	
out	a	piece	of	paper.	Write	a	chart	listing	what	you	predict.”

Play	or	read	aloud	to	“Also,	I	had	spent	a	lot	of	money	on	my	
experiments.”

Have	students	sit	with	a	classmate	and	share	their	notes	and	
predictions.	Tell	them	to	share	with	their	classmate	what	they	think	
will	happen	next.	Point	out	that	it	doesn’t	matter	whether	their	
prediction	actually	happens	in	the	story.	What’s	important	is	thinking	
about	what	might	happen.	It	helps	us	to	focus	as	we	read.



Give	students	time	to	discuss	their	predictions.	

Ask	several	students	to	share	and	write	predictions	on	the	board	or	
screen	as	on	the	following	slide.

Allow	students	to	practice	the	strategy	with	the	story



Predict	Events

What	the	story	tells	me What	I	predict	will	happen

…my	family	would	never	know	
I	wasn’t	attending	any	classes

I	predict	his	family	will	find	out	
he’s	not	going	to	classes

I	also	had	become	more	and	
more	unhappy.

It	will	be	difficult	for	him	to	
find	happiness

I	imagined	there	were	still	
secrets	in	Nature	that	the	

limited	power	of	my	
equipment	prevented	me	

from	knowing.

He	is	not	going	to	be	satisfied	
no	matter	what	he	sees



Ask	students	to	listen	again.	“As	we	read	the	rest	of	this	part	of	story,	
think	about	what	will	happen	next.	We’ll	have	to	wait	until	the	next	
class	to	read	the	second	half	of	the	story.	So	be	sure	to	write	your	
predictions	carefully	so	you	remember	them	in	that	class.”

Play	or	read	aloud	to	the	end	of	the	story.

Ask	students	to	write	their	predictions	and	share	them	with	their	
classmate.	Continue	to	write	on	a	chart	as	shown	on	the	next	slide.

Allow	students	to	practice	the	strategy	with	the	story



Predict	Events

What	the	story	tells	me What	I	predict	will	happen

Find	a	diamond	of	one	
hundred	and	forty	carats

He	will	try	to	find	the	diamond

You	won’t	get	my	treasure! Simon	has	a	large	diamond

I	believed	that	I	knew	Simon’s	
secret.

He	is	going	to	take	Simon’s	
diamond



Ask	students	to	evaluate	for	themselves	whether	the	strategy	helped	them

Self-Evaluate

Ask	students	to	stay	with	their	partner	and	ask	each	other, “What	do	
you	think	about	the	main	character	of	this	story?	What	do	you	
understand	about	his	personality?”

Give	students	time	to	talk	about	the	main	character.	Explain	that	
in	order	to	predict	what	the	main	character	will	do,	they	have	
needed	to	understand	what	the	writer	is	telling	us	about	his	
personality.	

Ask,	“Now	I’d	like	to	ask	– what	do	you	think	about	using	this	
strategy,	predict,	when	you	read?	Did	it	help	you	understand	the	
main	character?	Write	a	sentence	or	two	on	your	paper	to	turn	in	
about	how	predicting	helped	you	today.”



Expand

Ask	students,	“Are	there	other	times	when	you	can	predict	based	on	
what	you	know?”

Listen	to	students’	responses.

Continue,	“This	strategy	is	helpful	in	both	reading	and	listening.	
Predicting	helps	you	focus	on	information	you	get	from	the	story.	
Predicting	can	help	in	other	school	subjects,	too.	In	mathematics	we	
call	it	estimating.	In	science	we	call	it	making	an	hypothesis.	Try	using	
this	strategy	tonight	when	you	do	your	homework,	or	in	your	next	
class.	Let	me	know	how	it	goes!”

Ask students	use	the	strategy	in	other	contexts



About	the	CALLA	Approach
The	Cognitive	Academic	Language	Learning	Approach	(CALLA)is	an	instructional	model	for	second	and	
foreign	language	learners	based	on	cognitive	theory	and	research.

CALLA	integrates	instruction	in	priority	topics	from	the	content	curriculum,	development	of	the	
language	skills	needed	for	learning	in	school,	and	explicit	instruction	in	using	learning	strategies	for	
academic	tasks.	

The	goals	of	CALLA	are	for	students	to	learn	essential	academic	content	and	language	and	to	become	
independent	and	self-regulated	learners	through	their	increasing	command	over	a	variety	of	strategies	
for	learning	in	school.	CALLA	can	be	used	in	ESL,	EFL,	bilingual,	foreign	language,	and	general	education

classrooms.

CALLA	was	developed	by	Anna	Uhl	Chamot	and	J.	Michael	O'Malley,	and	is	being	implemented	in	
approximately	30	school	districts	in	the	United	States	as	well	as	in	several	other	countries.

See	a	list	of	language	learning	strategies	below.



Metacognitive	Strategies



Task-Based	Strategies



Task-Based	Strategies



Task-Based	Strategies



Task-Based	Strategies



Task-Based	Strategies


