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This	
  lesson	
  plan	
  is	
  to	
  accompany	
  the	
  American	
  Stories	
  series	
  episode,	
  The	
  
Purloined	
  Le4er,	
  by	
  Edgar	
  Allan	
  Poe.	
  

A	
  transcript	
  of	
  the	
  story	
  is	
  included	
  at	
  the	
  end	
  of	
  this	
  lesson	
  to	
  print	
  so	
  
students	
  can	
  read	
  as	
  they	
  listen.	
  Teachers	
  who	
  cannot	
  play	
  the	
  audio	
  from	
  the	
  
website	
  can	
  read	
  the	
  story	
  aloud	
  or	
  have	
  students	
  read	
  it.	
  

This	
  lesson	
  plan	
  is	
  based	
  on	
  the	
  CALLA	
  Approach.	
  See	
  the	
  end	
  of	
  the	
  lesson	
  for	
  
more	
  informa@on	
  and	
  resources	
  on	
  teaching	
  with	
  the	
  CALLA	
  approach.	
  The	
  
following	
  slide	
  shows	
  the	
  five	
  parts	
  of	
  this	
  lesson	
  plan.	
  

Introduc5on	
  



Lesson	
  Elements	
  

Prepare	
  
Present	
  
Prac5ce	
  

Self-­‐Evaluate	
  
Expand	
  



Teach	
  vocabulary	
  and	
  new	
  concepts	
  

Prepare	
  

Introduce	
  the	
  story.	
  “Today	
  we	
  will	
  read	
  The	
  Purloined	
  Le4er,	
  by	
  Edgar	
  
Allan	
  Poe.	
  Poe	
  is	
  known	
  for	
  his	
  horror	
  stories,	
  but	
  this	
  is	
  a	
  detec@ve	
  
story.	
  What	
  do	
  you	
  know	
  about	
  this	
  type	
  of	
  story?”	
  

Listen	
  to	
  students’	
  responses.	
  If	
  students	
  do	
  not	
  know	
  about	
  the	
  
genre,	
  give	
  some	
  examples	
  from	
  your	
  own	
  culture,	
  or	
  of	
  stories	
  
about	
  Sherlock	
  Holmes.	
  

Teach	
  the	
  vocabulary	
  for	
  the	
  story.	
  	
  



Vocabulary	
  
case	
  -­‐	
  n.	
  a	
  situa@on	
  that	
  is	
  being	
  inves@gated	
  or	
  managed	
  by	
  someone	
  (such	
  as	
  
a	
  police	
  officer	
  or	
  social	
  worker)	
  in	
  an	
  official	
  way	
  
robbery	
  -­‐	
  n.	
  the	
  crime	
  of	
  stealing	
  money	
  or	
  property	
  
embarrass	
  -­‐	
  v.	
  to	
  make	
  someone	
  feel	
  confused,	
  foolish	
  or	
  ashamed	
  in	
  front	
  of	
  
other	
  people	
  
puff	
  -­‐	
  v.	
  to	
  breathe	
  smoke	
  from	
  a	
  cigareOe,	
  pipe,	
  etc.,	
  in	
  and	
  out	
  of	
  the	
  lungs	
  
sigh	
  -­‐	
  v.	
  to	
  take	
  in	
  and	
  let	
  out	
  a	
  long,	
  loud	
  breath	
  in	
  a	
  way	
  that	
  shows	
  you	
  are	
  
bored,	
  disappointed,	
  relieved,	
  etc.	
  
check	
  -­‐	
  n.	
  a	
  piece	
  of	
  paper	
  that	
  is	
  used	
  to	
  make	
  a	
  payment	
  to	
  someone	
  using	
  
the	
  money	
  in	
  a	
  bank	
  account	
  
checkbook	
  -­‐	
  n.	
  a	
  book	
  containing	
  checks	
  for	
  use	
  with	
  a	
  checking	
  account	
  
franc	
  -­‐	
  n.	
  a	
  basic	
  unit	
  of	
  money	
  that	
  is	
  used	
  in	
  some	
  countries	
  where	
  French	
  is	
  
spoken	
  



Present	
  

Introduce	
  the	
  task	
  to	
  students:	
  “As	
  we	
  read	
  the	
  story	
  today,	
  we	
  will	
  
prac@ce	
  the	
  strategy	
  focus.	
  When	
  we	
  focus	
  on	
  parts	
  of	
  a	
  story,	
  we	
  
look	
  for	
  informa@on	
  that	
  helps	
  us	
  understand	
  the	
  story.	
  Today,	
  we	
  
will	
  try	
  to	
  focus	
  on	
  the	
  details	
  of	
  the	
  story.	
  Then	
  we	
  will	
  be	
  like	
  a	
  
detec@ve	
  and	
  guess,	
  or	
  predict,	
  how	
  these	
  details	
  relate	
  to	
  the	
  story.	
  	
  
I’ll	
  show	
  you	
  how	
  to	
  do	
  this.”	
  

Play	
  or	
  read	
  aloud	
  to	
  “Germont	
  moved	
  forward	
  in	
  his	
  chair.”	
  

Tell	
  students,	
  “I	
  am	
  looking	
  for	
  the	
  important	
  details	
  to	
  help	
  me	
  make	
  
some	
  guesses	
  about	
  the	
  story.	
  First,	
  I	
  no@ce	
  the	
  seSng:	
  it’s	
  Paris	
  in	
  
1845.	
  There	
  are	
  three	
  people	
  talking	
  together.	
  One	
  is	
  the	
  head	
  of	
  the	
  
police	
  force.	
  He	
  needs	
  help.	
  I	
  guess	
  that	
  Mr.	
  Dupin	
  will	
  help	
  him.”	
  

Explain	
  the	
  task	
  and	
  model	
  the	
  learning	
  strategy	
  



Con@nue	
  to	
  model	
  the	
  strategy:	
  “When	
  I	
  read	
  this	
  part,	
  I	
  also	
  no@ce	
  that	
  the	
  writer	
  
uses	
  one	
  word	
  four	
  @mes.	
  That	
  is	
  the	
  word,	
  ‘simple.’	
  So	
  I’m	
  going	
  to	
  think	
  about	
  why	
  
that	
  word	
  is	
  important.	
  Maybe	
  it	
  is	
  simple,	
  but	
  maybe	
  it	
  is	
  not	
  such	
  a	
  simple	
  case.	
  I	
  
predict	
  it	
  will	
  not	
  be	
  easy	
  for	
  the	
  police	
  to	
  solve	
  the	
  case.”	
  

Write	
  these	
  points	
  on	
  the	
  board	
  or	
  display	
  on	
  a	
  screen	
  for	
  the	
  class.	
  Complete	
  
the	
  chart	
  as	
  on	
  the	
  next	
  slide.	
  Talk	
  through	
  the	
  points	
  on	
  which	
  you	
  want	
  
students	
  to	
  focus.	
  



Explain	
  the	
  task	
  and	
  model	
  the	
  learning	
  strategy	
  

What	
  I	
  no@ced What	
  it	
  means	
  to	
  me My	
  guess/predic@on	
  about	
  the	
  story

head	
  of	
  police	
  asks	
  for	
  help	
   •  The policeman thinks Dupin 
can help figure out the crime

•  Dupin will probably solve the crime

“simple”	
  is	
  repeated	
  4	
  5mes	
   •  The case seems simple, just a 
stolen letter

•  The solution to the mystery might 
be simple – or maybe it will not be 
simple

a	
  leFer	
  was	
  stolen	
  from	
  Madame	
  X	
  to	
  
be	
  used	
  by	
  a	
  poli5cal	
  enemy	
  

•  Madame X is trying to 
protect her husband

•  Madame X must have written an 
embarrassing letter. I wonder what 
is in it?

the	
  police	
  searched	
  Mr.	
  D’Arcy’s	
  room	
  
many	
  5mes	
  

•  The police are not able to 
find the letter

•  Dupin might tell the police where 
to look

Focus	
  and	
  Predict	
  



Tell	
  students,	
  “Now	
  it’s	
  your	
  turn.	
  Make	
  a	
  table	
  on	
  your	
  paper.	
  As	
  we	
  
read	
  the	
  next	
  sec@on,	
  focus	
  on	
  the	
  details	
  of	
  the	
  story.	
  Write	
  your	
  
ideas	
  and	
  your	
  guesses	
  about	
  the	
  story	
  on	
  your	
  own	
  paper.	
  Then	
  I	
  will	
  
ask	
  you	
  to	
  share	
  your	
  guesses	
  with	
  your	
  partner.”	
  

Play	
  or	
  read	
  aloud	
  to	
  ‘When	
  you	
  have	
  signed	
  the	
  check,	
  I	
  will	
  give	
  
you	
  the	
  leOer.’	
  

“Now,	
  sit	
  with	
  your	
  partner	
  and	
  write	
  in	
  your	
  chart.	
  	
  What	
  did	
  you	
  
focus	
  on	
  in	
  this	
  part?	
  Can	
  you	
  make	
  a	
  guess	
  about,	
  or	
  predict,	
  what	
  is	
  
going	
  to	
  happen?”	
  

Give	
  students	
  @me	
  to	
  work	
  together	
  in	
  their	
  groups.	
  Ask	
  students	
  
to	
  tell	
  you	
  what	
  they	
  wrote.	
  Fill	
  in	
  the	
  chart.	
  

	
  	
  
Allow	
  students	
  to	
  prac@ce	
  the	
  strategy	
  with	
  the	
  story	
  

Prac5ce	
  



What	
  I	
  no@ced What	
  it	
  means	
  to	
  me My	
  guess/predic@on	
  about	
  the	
  story

Mr.	
  Germont	
  describes	
  search	
   •  Police are serious about 
solving the crime

•  I guess Mr. Dupin will find the letter

LeFer	
  described	
  as	
  in	
  white	
  envelope	
  
with	
  red	
  stamp	
  

•  Police are looking for the 
letter only in this envelope

•  I guess that Dupin knows the letter 
might look different

Dupin	
  asks	
  Mr.	
  Germont	
  to	
  search	
  the	
  
apartment	
  again	
  

•  Dupin wants the police 
officer to be tired of 
searching

•  Dupin knows where the letter is

Dupin	
  asks	
  Mr.	
  Germont	
  about	
  the	
  
reward	
  for	
  the	
  leFer	
  

•  Dupin says he can provide 
the letter

•  Dupin had the letter all the time.

Focus	
  and	
  Predict	
  

Allow	
  students	
  to	
  prac@ce	
  the	
  strategy	
  with	
  the	
  story	
  



Instruct	
  students	
  to	
  listen	
  again.	
  “With	
  your	
  partner,	
  listen	
  to	
  the	
  next	
  
part	
  of	
  the	
  story.	
  Focus	
  on	
  the	
  details	
  of	
  what	
  Dupin	
  says.	
  Write	
  down	
  
your	
  ideas	
  and	
  guesses	
  based	
  on	
  the	
  details.”	
  

Play	
  or	
  read	
  aloud	
  to	
  the	
  end	
  of	
  the	
  story.	
  

Guide	
  students	
  to	
  complete	
  their	
  chart	
  with	
  the	
  details	
  they	
  focused	
  
on	
  in	
  this	
  sec@on	
  of	
  the	
  story.	
  	
  

Give	
  students	
  @me	
  to	
  discuss	
  their	
  guesses	
  and	
  how	
  the	
  story	
  
ended.	
  Show	
  the	
  image	
  of	
  Dupin	
  taking	
  the	
  leOer	
  on	
  the	
  
following	
  slide.	
  

	
  

	
  

Allow	
  students	
  to	
  prac@ce	
  the	
  strategy	
  with	
  the	
  story	
  



Dupin	
  and	
  Mr.	
  D’Arcy	
  -­‐	
  Illustra@on	
  by	
  Frederick	
  Lix	
  	
  



Ask	
  students	
  to	
  evaluate	
  for	
  themselves	
  whether	
  the	
  strategy	
  helped	
  them	
  

Self-­‐Evaluate	
  

Ask	
  students,	
  “Do	
  you	
  think	
  you	
  are	
  a	
  good	
  detec@ve,	
  like	
  Mr.	
  Dupin?	
  
Did	
  your	
  guesses	
  about	
  the	
  story	
  help	
  you	
  understand	
  what	
  
happened?”	
  

Ask,	
  “Now	
  I’d	
  like	
  to	
  ask	
  –	
  what	
  do	
  you	
  think	
  about	
  using	
  this	
  
strategy,	
  focus,	
  when	
  you	
  read?	
  Did	
  it	
  help	
  you	
  follow	
  the	
  story?	
  How	
  
about	
  predic;ng?	
  Write	
  a	
  sentence	
  or	
  two	
  on	
  your	
  paper	
  to	
  turn	
  in	
  
about	
  how	
  focusing	
  and	
  predic;ng	
  helped	
  you	
  today.”	
  



Expand	
  

Ask	
  students,	
  “Are	
  there	
  other	
  @mes	
  when	
  you	
  can	
  focus?”	
  

Listen	
  to	
  students’	
  responses.	
  

Con@nue,	
  “This	
  strategy	
  is	
  helpful	
  in	
  both	
  reading	
  and	
  listening.	
  
Focusing	
  helps	
  us	
  to	
  pick	
  out	
  the	
  important	
  details	
  when	
  we	
  read	
  or	
  
listen.	
  	
  It	
  helps	
  us	
  to	
  understand	
  and	
  remember	
  the	
  people	
  and	
  
events	
  in	
  the	
  stories	
  we	
  read	
  or	
  hear.	
  Try	
  using	
  this	
  strategy	
  tonight	
  
when	
  you	
  do	
  your	
  homework,	
  or	
  in	
  your	
  next	
  class.	
  Let	
  me	
  know	
  how	
  
it	
  goes!”	
  

Ask	
  students	
  use	
  the	
  strategy	
  in	
  other	
  contexts	
  



The	
  Purloined	
  Letter	
  by	
  edgar	
  Allan	
  Poe	
  |American	
  Stories	
  |	
  VOA	
  Learning	
  English	
  	
  	
  

	
   1	
  

Our	
  story	
  today	
  is	
  called	
  "The	
  Purloined	
  Letter."	
  	
  It	
  was	
  written	
  by	
  Edgar	
  Allan	
  Poe.	
  	
  Poe	
  is	
  
generally	
  known	
  for	
  his	
  horror	
  stories.	
  	
  This	
  is	
  the	
  third	
  of	
  three	
  stories	
  he	
  wrote	
  about	
  Auguste	
  
Dupin	
  and	
  how	
  he	
  solves	
  crimes.	
  	
  The	
  story	
  is	
  about	
  a	
  stolen	
  letter.	
  	
  It	
  first	
  appeared	
  in	
  eighteen	
  
forty-­‐four	
  in	
  a	
  yearly	
  magazine.	
  	
  It	
  was	
  reprinted	
  in	
  many	
  publications,	
  newspapers	
  and	
  
books.	
  	
  This	
  is	
  one	
  of	
  Poe's	
  stories	
  that	
  influenced	
  the	
  development	
  of	
  the	
  modern	
  detective	
  
story.	
  	
  

One	
  evening	
  in	
  Paris,	
  during	
  the	
  autumn	
  of	
  eighteen	
  forty-­‐five,	
  I	
  went	
  to	
  visit	
  a	
  friend,	
  
Auguste	
  Dupin.	
  	
  We	
  were	
  smoking	
  our	
  pipes	
  and	
  talking	
  when	
  the	
  door	
  of	
  his	
  apartment	
  

opened.	
  	
  Mr.	
  Germont,	
  the	
  head	
  of	
  the	
  Paris	
  police	
  
force,	
  came	
  into	
  the	
  room.	
  

"I	
  came	
  to	
  ask	
  your	
  advice,"	
  Germont	
  said	
  to	
  my	
  
friend	
  Dupin.	
  	
  "I	
  am	
  trying	
  to	
  solve	
  a	
  very	
  important	
  
case.	
  	
  It	
  is	
  also	
  a	
  very	
  simple	
  case,	
  so	
  I	
  really	
  need	
  
your	
  help.	
  	
  But	
  I	
  thought	
  you	
  would	
  like	
  to	
  hear	
  
about	
  it,	
  because	
  it	
  is	
  so	
  strange.	
  

"My	
  men	
  and	
  I	
  have	
  worked	
  on	
  this	
  case	
  for	
  three	
  
months,"	
  Germont	
  said.	
  	
  "It	
  is	
  a	
  very	
  simple	
  case	
  of	
  
robbery.	
  	
  But	
  we	
  still	
  cannot	
  solve	
  it."	
  

Dupin	
  took	
  the	
  pipe	
  out	
  of	
  his	
  mouth.	
  	
  "Perhaps	
  the	
  
mystery	
  is	
  too	
  simple,"	
  he	
  said.	
  

Germont	
  began	
  to	
  laugh.	
  	
  "Too	
  simple?"	
  he	
  
said.	
  	
  "Who	
  ever	
  heard	
  of	
  such	
  a	
  thing?"	
  

I	
  looked	
  at	
  Germont.	
  	
  "Why	
  don't	
  you	
  tell	
  us	
  the	
  problem?"	
  I	
  said.	
  

Germont	
  stopped	
  laughing	
  and	
  sat	
  down.	
  

"All	
  right,"	
  he	
  said.	
  	
  "But	
  you	
  must	
  never	
  tell	
  anyone	
  I	
  told	
  you	
  this."	
  

"The	
  wife	
  of	
  a	
  very	
  important	
  person	
  needs	
  help.	
  	
  I	
  cannot	
  tell	
  you	
  her	
  name,	
  because	
  her	
  
husband	
  is	
  a	
  powerful	
  man	
  in	
  the	
  French	
  government.	
  	
  Let	
  us	
  just	
  call	
  her	
  Madame	
  X.	
  	
  Three	
  
months	
  ago,	
  someone	
  stole	
  a	
  letter	
  from	
  Madame	
  X.	
  	
  She	
  is	
  offering	
  a	
  large	
  amount	
  of	
  money	
  
to	
  anyone	
  who	
  can	
  return	
  the	
  letter	
  to	
  her.	
  

"We	
  know	
  that	
  her	
  husband's	
  political	
  enemy,	
  Mr.	
  D'Arcy,	
  stole	
  the	
  letter.	
  	
  We	
  also	
  know	
  it	
  is	
  
somewhere	
  in	
  his	
  apartment.	
  	
  D'Arcy	
  plans	
  to	
  use	
  the	
  letter	
  to	
  embarrass	
  Madame	
  X's	
  
husband	
  and	
  destroy	
  his	
  political	
  power.	
  

"As	
  you	
  know,	
  I	
  have	
  keys	
  which	
  can	
  open	
  any	
  lock	
  in	
  Paris.	
  	
  For	
  the	
  last	
  three	
  months,	
  my	
  
men	
  and	
  I	
  have	
  spent	
  every	
  evening	
  looking	
  for	
  the	
  letter	
  in	
  his	
  apartment.	
  	
  But	
  we	
  cannot	
  
find	
  it."	
  

Dupin	
  stopped	
  smoking.	
  	
  "Tell	
  me	
  how	
  you	
  looked	
  for	
  it,"	
  he	
  said.	
  	
  Germont	
  moved	
  forward	
  in	
  
his	
  chair.	
  

Edmund	
  Quinn's	
  sculpture	
  of	
  Edgar	
  Allan	
  Poe	
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"We	
  took	
  our	
  time,"	
  he	
  said.	
  	
  "First,	
  we	
  examined	
  the	
  furniture	
  in	
  every	
  room.	
  	
  We	
  opened	
  all	
  
the	
  drawers.	
  	
  We	
  looked	
  under	
  the	
  rugs.	
  	
  We	
  searched	
  behind	
  all	
  the	
  paintings	
  on	
  the	
  walls.	
  

"We	
  opened	
  every	
  book.	
  	
  We	
  removed	
  the	
  boards	
  of	
  the	
  floor.	
  	
  We	
  even	
  took	
  the	
  tops	
  off	
  the	
  
tables	
  to	
  see	
  if	
  he	
  had	
  hidden	
  the	
  letter	
  in	
  the	
  table	
  legs.	
  	
  But	
  we	
  cannot	
  find	
  it.	
  	
  What	
  do	
  you	
  
advise	
  me	
  to	
  do?"	
  

Dupin	
  puffed	
  on	
  his	
  pipe.	
  	
  "What	
  does	
  the	
  letter	
  look	
  like?"	
  he	
  asked.	
  

"It	
  is	
  in	
  a	
  white	
  envelope	
  with	
  a	
  red	
  stamp,"	
  Germont	
  said.	
  	
  "The	
  address	
  is	
  written	
  in	
  large	
  
black	
  letters."	
  

Dupin	
  puffed	
  on	
  his	
  pipe	
  again.	
  	
  "I	
  advise	
  you	
  to	
  go	
  back	
  and	
  search	
  the	
  apartment	
  again,"	
  he	
  
said.	
  

About	
  one	
  month	
  later,	
  Germont	
  came	
  back	
  to	
  see	
  us.	
  

"I	
  followed	
  your	
  advice,"	
  he	
  said.	
  	
  "But	
  I	
  still	
  have	
  not	
  found	
  the	
  letter."	
  

Dupin	
  smiled.	
  	
  "I	
  knew	
  you	
  would	
  not	
  find	
  it,"	
  he	
  said.	
  	
  Germont	
  became	
  very	
  red	
  in	
  the	
  
face.	
  	
  "Then	
  why	
  did	
  you	
  make	
  me	
  search	
  the	
  apartment	
  again?"	
  	
  he	
  shouted.	
  

"My	
  dear	
  Germont,"	
  Dupin	
  said.	
  	
  "Let	
  me	
  tell	
  you	
  a	
  little	
  story.	
  	
  Do	
  you	
  remember	
  the	
  famous	
  
doctor,	
  Louis	
  Abernathy?"	
  

"No!"	
  	
  Germont	
  shouted.	
  	
  "Get	
  to	
  the	
  point,	
  Dupin!"	
  

"Of	
  course!	
  	
  Of	
  course,"	
  Dupin	
  said.	
  	
  "Once,	
  a	
  rich	
  old	
  man	
  met	
  Abernathy	
  at	
  a	
  party.	
  	
  The	
  old	
  
man	
  was	
  not	
  feeling	
  very	
  well.	
  	
  He	
  decided	
  he	
  would	
  get	
  a	
  medical	
  opinion	
  from	
  the	
  doctor	
  
without	
  paying	
  for	
  it.	
  	
  So	
  he	
  described	
  his	
  problems	
  to	
  Abernathy.	
  	
  'Now	
  doctor,'	
  the	
  old	
  man	
  
said,	
  'suppose	
  you	
  had	
  a	
  patient	
  like	
  that.	
  	
  What	
  would	
  you	
  tell	
  him	
  to	
  take?'"	
  

"'Oh,	
  that	
  is	
  quite	
  simple,'	
  said	
  Abernathy.	
  	
  'I	
  would	
  tell	
  him	
  to	
  take	
  my	
  advice.'"	
  

Germont	
  looked	
  embarrassed.	
  	
  "Look	
  here,	
  Dupin.	
  	
  I	
  am	
  perfectly	
  willing	
  to	
  pay	
  for	
  advice."	
  

Dupin	
  smiled	
  at	
  Germont.	
  	
  "How	
  much	
  money	
  did	
  you	
  say	
  the	
  reward	
  was?"	
  he	
  
asked.	
  	
  Germont	
  sighed.	
  	
  "I	
  do	
  not	
  want	
  to	
  tell	
  you	
  the	
  exact	
  amount.	
  	
  But	
  I	
  would	
  give	
  fifty	
  
thousand	
  francs	
  to	
  the	
  person	
  who	
  helps	
  me	
  find	
  that	
  letter."	
  

"In	
  that	
  case,"	
  Dupin	
  said,	
  "take	
  out	
  your	
  checkbook	
  and	
  write	
  me	
  a	
  check	
  for	
  fifty	
  thousand	
  
francs.	
  	
  When	
  you	
  have	
  signed	
  the	
  check,	
  I	
  will	
  give	
  you	
  the	
  letter."	
  

Germont	
  looked	
  at	
  Dupin	
  with	
  his	
  mouth	
  open.	
  	
  His	
  eyes	
  seemed	
  to	
  jump	
  out	
  of	
  his	
  
head.	
  	
  Then	
  he	
  took	
  out	
  his	
  checkbook	
  and	
  pen,	
  and	
  wrote	
  a	
  check	
  for	
  fifty	
  thousand	
  
francs.	
  	
  He	
  gave	
  it	
  to	
  Dupin.	
  

My	
  friend	
  examined	
  the	
  check	
  carefully	
  and	
  put	
  it	
  in	
  his	
  pocket.	
  	
  Then	
  he	
  unlocked	
  a	
  drawer	
  
of	
  his	
  desk,	
  took	
  out	
  the	
  letter,	
  and	
  gave	
  it	
  to	
  Germont.	
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The	
  policeman's	
  hands	
  shook	
  as	
  he	
  opened	
  the	
  letter.	
  	
  He	
  read	
  it	
  quickly.	
  	
  Then	
  he	
  put	
  it	
  in	
  his	
  
pocket	
  and	
  ran	
  out	
  of	
  the	
  room	
  without	
  saying	
  a	
  word.	
  

"Dupin!"	
  	
  I	
  said,	
  as	
  I	
  turned	
  to	
  my	
  friend.	
  	
  "How	
  did	
  you	
  solve	
  the	
  mystery?"	
  

"It	
  was	
  simple,	
  my	
  friend,"	
  he	
  said.	
  	
  "Germont	
  and	
  his	
  policemen	
  could	
  not	
  find	
  the	
  letter,	
  
because	
  they	
  did	
  not	
  try	
  to	
  understand	
  the	
  mind	
  of	
  the	
  man	
  who	
  stole	
  it.	
  	
  Instead,	
  they	
  looked	
  
for	
  the	
  letter	
  where	
  they	
  would	
  have	
  hidden	
  it.	
  

"Mr.	
  D'Arcy	
  is	
  not	
  a	
  policeman.	
  	
  He	
  is,	
  however,	
  very	
  intelligent.	
  	
  He	
  knew	
  the	
  police	
  would	
  
search	
  his	
  apartment.	
  	
  He	
  also	
  knew	
  how	
  police	
  think.	
  	
  So,	
  he	
  did	
  not	
  hide	
  the	
  letter	
  where	
  he	
  
knew	
  they	
  would	
  look	
  for	
  it.	
  

"Do	
  you	
  remember	
  how	
  Germont	
  laughed	
  when	
  I	
  said	
  the	
  mystery	
  was	
  difficult	
  for	
  him	
  to	
  
solve	
  because	
  it	
  was	
  so	
  simple?"	
  

Dupin	
  filled	
  his	
  pipe	
  with	
  tobacco	
  and	
  lit	
  it.	
  	
  "Well,	
  the	
  more	
  I	
  thought	
  about	
  it,	
  the	
  more	
  I	
  
realized	
  the	
  police	
  could	
  not	
  find	
  the	
  letter	
  because	
  D'Arcy	
  had	
  not	
  hidden	
  it	
  at	
  all.	
  

"So	
  I	
  went	
  to	
  visit	
  D'Arcy	
  in	
  his	
  apartment.	
  	
  I	
  took	
  a	
  pair	
  of	
  dark	
  green	
  eyeglasses	
  with	
  me.	
  	
  I	
  
explained	
  to	
  him	
  that	
  I	
  was	
  having	
  trouble	
  with	
  my	
  eyes	
  and	
  needed	
  to	
  wear	
  the	
  dark	
  glasses	
  
at	
  all	
  times.	
  	
  He	
  believed	
  me.	
  	
  The	
  glasses	
  permitted	
  me	
  to	
  look	
  around	
  the	
  apartment	
  while	
  I	
  
seemed	
  only	
  to	
  be	
  talking	
  to	
  him.	
  

"I	
  paid	
  special	
  attention	
  to	
  a	
  large	
  desk	
  where	
  there	
  were	
  a	
  lot	
  of	
  papers	
  and	
  books.	
  	
  However,	
  
I	
  saw	
  nothing	
  suspicious	
  there.	
  	
  After	
  a	
  few	
  minutes,	
  however,	
  I	
  noticed	
  a	
  small	
  shelf	
  over	
  the	
  
fireplace.	
  	
  A	
  few	
  postcards	
  and	
  a	
  letter	
  were	
  lying	
  on	
  the	
  shelf.	
  	
  The	
  letter	
  looked	
  very	
  old	
  and	
  
dirty.	
  

"As	
  soon	
  as	
  I	
  saw	
  this	
  letter,	
  I	
  decided	
  it	
  must	
  be	
  the	
  one	
  I	
  was	
  looking	
  for.	
  	
  It	
  must	
  be,	
  even	
  
though	
  it	
  was	
  completely	
  different	
  from	
  the	
  one	
  Germont	
  had	
  described.	
  

"This	
  letter	
  had	
  a	
  large	
  green	
  stamp	
  on	
  it.	
  	
  The	
  address	
  was	
  written	
  in	
  small	
  letters	
  in	
  blue	
  
ink.	
  	
  I	
  memorized	
  every	
  detail	
  of	
  the	
  letter	
  while	
  I	
  talked	
  to	
  D'Arcy.	
  	
  Then	
  when	
  he	
  was	
  not	
  
looking,	
  I	
  dropped	
  one	
  of	
  my	
  gloves	
  on	
  the	
  floor	
  under	
  my	
  chair.	
  

"The	
  next	
  morning,	
  I	
  stopped	
  at	
  his	
  apartment	
  to	
  look	
  for	
  my	
  glove.	
  	
  While	
  we	
  were	
  talking,	
  
we	
  heard	
  people	
  shouting	
  in	
  the	
  street.	
  	
  D'Arcy	
  went	
  to	
  the	
  window	
  and	
  looked	
  out.	
  	
  Quickly,	
  I	
  
stepped	
  to	
  the	
  shelf	
  and	
  put	
  the	
  letter	
  in	
  my	
  pocket.	
  	
  Then	
  I	
  replaced	
  it	
  with	
  a	
  letter	
  that	
  

looked	
  exactly	
  like	
  it,	
  which	
  I	
  had	
  taken	
  with	
  me.	
  	
  I	
  had	
  made	
  it	
  
the	
  night	
  before.	
  

"The	
  trouble	
  in	
  the	
  street	
  was	
  caused	
  by	
  a	
  man	
  who	
  had	
  almost	
  
been	
  run	
  over	
  by	
  a	
  horse	
  and	
  carriage.	
  	
  He	
  was	
  not	
  hurt.	
  	
  And	
  
soon	
  the	
  crowd	
  of	
  people	
  went	
  away.	
  	
  When	
  it	
  was	
  over,	
  D'Arcy	
  
came	
  away	
  from	
  the	
  window.	
  	
  I	
  said	
  good-­‐bye	
  and	
  left.	
  

"The	
  man	
  who	
  almost	
  had	
  an	
  accident	
  was	
  one	
  of	
  my	
  

Illustration	
  by	
  Frederic	
  Lix	
  	
  



The	
  Purloined	
  Letter	
  by	
  edgar	
  Allan	
  Poe	
  |American	
  Stories	
  |	
  VOA	
  Learning	
  English	
  	
  	
  

	
   4	
  

servants.	
  	
  I	
  had	
  paid	
  him	
  to	
  create	
  the	
  incident."	
  

Dupin	
  stopped	
  talking	
  to	
  light	
  his	
  pipe.	
  	
  I	
  did	
  not	
  understand.	
  	
  "But,	
  Dupin,"	
  I	
  said,	
  "why	
  did	
  
you	
  go	
  to	
  the	
  trouble	
  of	
  replacing	
  the	
  letter?	
  	
  Why	
  not	
  just	
  take	
  it	
  and	
  leave?"	
  

Dupin	
  smiled.	
  	
  "D'Arcy	
  is	
  a	
  dangerous	
  man,"	
  he	
  said.	
  	
  "And	
  he	
  has	
  many	
  loyal	
  servants.	
  	
  If	
  I	
  
had	
  taken	
  the	
  letter,	
  I	
  might	
  never	
  have	
  left	
  his	
  apartment	
  alive."	
  

The	
  Purloined	
  Letter	
  was	
  written	
  by	
  Edgar	
  Allan	
  Poe	
  and	
  adapted	
  by	
  Dona	
  De	
  Sanctis.	
  	
  

_________________________________________________________________	
  

Words	
  in	
  This	
  Story	
  

case	
  -­‐	
  n.	
  a	
  situation	
  that	
  is	
  being	
  investigated	
  or	
  managed	
  by	
  someone	
  (such	
  as	
  a	
  police	
  officer	
  
or	
  social	
  worker)	
  in	
  an	
  official	
  way	
  

robbery	
  -­‐	
  n.	
  the	
  crime	
  of	
  stealing	
  money	
  or	
  property	
  

embarrass	
  -­‐	
  v.	
  to	
  make	
  someone	
  feel	
  confused,	
  foolish	
  or	
  ashamed	
  in	
  front	
  of	
  other	
  people	
  

puff	
  -­‐	
  v.	
  to	
  breathe	
  smoke	
  from	
  a	
  cigarette,	
  pipe,	
  etc.,	
  in	
  and	
  out	
  of	
  the	
  lungs	
  

sigh	
  -­‐	
  v.	
  to	
  take	
  in	
  and	
  let	
  out	
  a	
  long,	
  loud	
  breath	
  in	
  a	
  way	
  that	
  shows	
  you	
  are	
  bored,	
  
disappointed,	
  relieved,	
  etc.	
  

check	
  -­‐	
  n.	
  a	
  piece	
  of	
  paper	
  that	
  is	
  used	
  to	
  make	
  a	
  payment	
  to	
  someone	
  using	
  the	
  money	
  in	
  a	
  
bank	
  account	
  

checkbook	
  -­‐	
  n.	
  a	
  book	
  containing	
  checks	
  for	
  use	
  with	
  a	
  checking	
  account	
  

franc	
  -­‐	
  n.	
  a	
  basic	
  unit	
  of	
  money	
  that	
  is	
  used	
  in	
  some	
  countries	
  where	
  French	
  is	
  spoken	
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CALLA	
  was	
  developed	
  by	
  Anna	
  Uhl	
  Chamot	
  and	
  J.	
  Michael	
  O'Malley,	
  and	
  is	
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