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Introduc>on	
  
This	
  lesson	
  plan	
  is	
  to	
  accompany	
  the	
  Making	
  of	
  a	
  Na>on	
  
story,	
  Ba2le	
  of	
  Ge2ysburg	
  Ends	
  the	
  South’s	
  Hopes	
  for	
  
Independence.	
  	
  
Students	
  may	
  have	
  read	
  previous	
  Making	
  of	
  a	
  Na>on	
  
stories	
  on	
  other	
  ba#les	
  in	
  the	
  Civil	
  War.	
  This	
  will	
  give	
  
them	
  useful	
  background	
  knowledge	
  for	
  understanding	
  
this	
  story.	
  
Depending	
  on	
  	
  the	
  length	
  of	
  the	
  class	
  period,	
  this	
  lesson	
  
may	
  cover	
  more	
  than	
  one	
  session.	
  The	
  approach	
  used	
  in	
  
this	
  lesson	
  is	
  based	
  on	
  the	
  CALLA	
  approach.	
  See	
  the	
  end	
  
of	
  the	
  lesson	
  for	
  more	
  informa>on	
  and	
  resources	
  on	
  
teaching	
  with	
  the	
  CALLA	
  approach.	
  



Lesson	
  Elements	
  

Prepare	
  
Present	
  
Prac.ce	
  

Self-­‐Evaluate	
  
Expand	
  



Teach	
  vocabulary	
  and	
  new	
  concepts	
  

Prepare	
  
Ask,	
  	
  "What	
  do	
  you	
  remember	
  about	
  the	
  civil	
  war	
  ba#les?	
  
What	
  states	
  were	
  they	
  in?"	
  Allow	
  students	
  >me	
  to	
  discuss	
  
what	
  they	
  know.	
  Review	
  previous	
  stories,	
  if	
  any	
  read	
  by	
  the	
  
class.	
  
“Today’s	
  story	
  tells	
  us	
  about	
  a	
  famous	
  ba#le	
  in	
  Pennsylvania.”	
  
Ask	
  students	
  to	
  tell	
  what	
  strategies	
  help	
  them	
  in	
  reading	
  about	
  
the	
  Civil	
  War	
  ba#les.	
  “What	
  helps	
  you	
  to	
  understand	
  when	
  you	
  
read	
  stories	
  about	
  ba#les?	
  We	
  have	
  classified,	
  created	
  a	
  visual	
  
image,	
  predicted,	
  taken	
  notes,	
  and	
  used	
  what	
  we	
  know.	
  Which	
  
strategy	
  helped	
  you	
  the	
  most?”	
  

	
  
Give	
  students	
  >me	
  to	
  discuss	
  and	
  offer	
  their	
  strategies.	
  
Then,	
  make	
  sure	
  they	
  know	
  the	
  key	
  vocabulary	
  words	
  from	
  
this	
  story.	
  



Vocabulary	
  

decisive	
  –	
  adj.,	
  causing	
  something	
  to	
  end	
  in	
  a	
  

par>cular	
  way	
  

roar	
  –	
  v.	
  make	
  a	
  long,	
  loud	
  sound	
  

tore	
  –	
  v.	
  made	
  a	
  hole	
  in	
  a	
  violent	
  or	
  forceful	
  

way	
  



Present	
  
Explain	
  “As	
  we	
  read	
  this	
  story	
  today,	
  we	
  will	
  look	
  for	
  the	
  key	
  points	
  
so	
  we	
  can	
  summarize.That	
  means	
  we	
  make	
  prepare	
  to	
  tell	
  the	
  story	
  
in	
  our	
  own	
  words.	
  You	
  can	
  mark	
  your	
  paper	
  or	
  take	
  notes	
  to	
  help	
  you	
  
remember	
  the	
  events	
  in	
  the	
  story.	
  This	
  strategy	
  helps	
  us	
  to	
  
remember	
  and	
  understand	
  the	
  details	
  we	
  learn	
  while	
  reading.	
  As	
  we	
  
read	
  the	
  first	
  part	
  of	
  the	
  story,	
  I’m	
  going	
  to	
  look	
  for	
  events	
  I	
  can	
  
summarize.”	
  
	
  

If	
  desired,	
  print	
  the	
  script	
  included	
  at	
  the	
  end	
  of	
  this	
  document	
  
for	
  students	
  to	
  read	
  along	
  with	
  the	
  audio	
  in	
  class.	
  Play	
  the	
  first	
  
sec>on	
  of	
  the	
  story,	
  up	
  to	
  'And	
  it	
  reached	
  Ge#ysburg	
  first.'	
  
	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  

Explain	
  the	
  task	
  and	
  model	
  the	
  learning	
  strategy	
  



“I	
  read	
  that	
  General	
  Robert	
  E.	
  Lee	
  wants	
  to	
  end	
  the	
  
war.	
  He	
  knows	
  that	
  support	
  is	
  weak	
  in	
  the	
  North.	
  Lee	
  
goes	
  to	
  a#ack	
  the	
  North	
  with	
  a	
  large	
  group	
  of	
  
soldiers.	
  	
  He	
  doesn’t	
  think	
  the	
  Army	
  of	
  The	
  Potomac	
  
will	
  stop	
  him.	
  He	
  thinks	
  they	
  are	
  behind	
  him	
  in	
  
Virginia.	
  But	
  they	
  got	
  to	
  Pennsylvania	
  before	
  he	
  did.	
  	
  
	
  -­‐	
  That’s	
  my	
  summary	
  so	
  far.	
  No>ce	
  how	
  I	
  didn’t	
  use	
  	
  
all	
  of	
  the	
  same	
  words	
  as	
  the	
  ar>cle.	
  Instead	
  of	
  saying	
  
‘70,000	
  Confederate	
  soldiers,’	
  I	
  said	
  ‘a	
  large	
  group	
  of	
  
soldiers.’	
  I	
  put	
  it	
  in	
  my	
  own	
  words.	
  Summarizing	
  is	
  a	
  
good	
  way	
  to	
  prac>ce	
  speaking	
  or	
  wri>ng	
  in	
  English,	
  
because	
  you	
  have	
  to	
  think	
  of	
  another	
  way	
  to	
  say	
  
what	
  you	
  have	
  learned.	
  ”	
  



Allow	
  students	
  to	
  prac>ce	
  the	
  strategy	
  with	
  the	
  story	
  

Prac.ce	
  
Say,	
  “Now	
  it’s	
  your	
  turn.	
  Let’s	
  read	
  the	
  next	
  
sec>on.	
  Be	
  ready	
  to	
  summarize	
  what	
  is	
  
happening.”	
  

Play	
  the	
  story	
  to	
  ‘That	
  was	
  the	
  signal	
  to	
  
a#ack.’	
  	
  
Next,	
  ask	
  students	
  to	
  turn	
  to	
  their	
  neighbor	
  
and	
  choose	
  one	
  person	
  to	
  summarize.	
  Give	
  
students	
  >me	
  to	
  summarize;	
  about	
  3	
  minutes	
  
should	
  be	
  long	
  enough.	
  



Allow	
  students	
  to	
  prac>ce	
  the	
  strategy	
  with	
  the	
  story	
  

Ask	
  one	
  or	
  two	
  students	
  to	
  share	
  their	
  summary.	
  Their	
  
summary	
  should	
  include	
  the	
  fact	
  that	
  the	
  Union	
  army	
  
was	
  larger	
  and	
  that	
  they	
  fought	
  for	
  two	
  days	
  with	
  the	
  
Confederate	
  army.	
  	
  Say,	
  “Let’s	
  read	
  another	
  sec>on	
  
now.	
  See	
  what	
  other	
  events	
  you	
  can	
  visualize.”	
  

Play	
  to	
  ‘S>ll,	
  the	
  Confederate	
  line	
  moved	
  forward.’	
  
Say,	
  “Let’s	
  summarize	
  this	
  part	
  in	
  wri>ng.”	
  	
  

Give	
  students	
  >me	
  to	
  write	
  a	
  summary	
  of	
  the	
  
sec>on.	
  Then	
  play	
  to	
  the	
  end	
  of	
  the	
  story.	
  



A`er	
  playing	
  to	
  the	
  end	
  of	
  the	
  story,	
  ask	
  students	
  to	
  
form	
  groups	
  and	
  prepare	
  to	
  orally	
  summarize	
  the	
  
story	
  to	
  their	
  group	
  members.	
  If	
  recording	
  devices	
  
are	
  available,	
  have	
  each	
  group	
  choose	
  the	
  best	
  
summary	
  to	
  record	
  and	
  submit	
  to	
  you	
  or	
  to	
  be	
  
shared	
  with	
  other	
  students.	
  
	
  

Allow	
  students	
  to	
  prac>ce	
  the	
  strategy	
  with	
  the	
  story	
  



Ask	
  students	
  to	
  evaluate	
  for	
  themselves	
  whether	
  the	
  strategy	
  helped	
  them	
  

Self-­‐Evalua.on	
  
Ask	
  “Do	
  you	
  think	
  summarizing	
  helped	
  you	
  
understand	
  the	
  story?”	
  Ask	
  students	
  to	
  give	
  a	
  
signal	
  (thumbs	
  up	
  for	
  yes,	
  thumbs	
  down	
  for	
  nor	
  
another	
  culturally	
  appropriate	
  set	
  of	
  gestures)	
  to	
  
let	
  you	
  know	
  if	
  summarizing	
  was	
  helpful.	
  	
  



Ask	
  students	
  use	
  the	
  strategy	
  in	
  other	
  contexts	
  

Expand	
  
Wrap	
  up	
  the	
  lesson	
  by	
  asking	
  students	
  to	
  think	
  of	
  
other	
  >mes	
  they	
  can	
  summarize.	
  Possible	
  answers	
  
are	
  ‘listening	
  to	
  a	
  lecture,	
  reading	
  a	
  novel,	
  or	
  
watching	
  a	
  movie.”	
  
Encourage	
  students	
  to	
  go	
  home	
  and	
  summarize	
  
with	
  a	
  homework	
  assignment	
  or	
  in	
  their	
  next	
  class.	
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From	
  VOA	
  Learning	
  English,	
  this	
  is	
  The	
  Making	
  of	
  a	
  Nation.	
  I’m	
  Kelly	
  Jean	
  Kelly.	
  
And	
  I’m	
  Christopher	
  Cruise.	
  
	
  

America's	
  civil	
  war	
  in	
  the	
  1860s	
  did	
  not	
  have	
  the	
  full	
  support	
  of	
  the	
  people.	
  In	
  

the	
  North,	
  many	
  young	
  men	
  refused	
  to	
  join	
  the	
  Union	
  army.	
  

	
  

Confederate	
  General	
  Robert	
  E.	
  Lee	
  saw	
  the	
  northern	
  anti-­‐war	
  movement	
  as	
  a	
  

sign	
  of	
  weakness.	
  He	
  also	
  saw	
  it	
  as	
  an	
  opening	
  for	
  a	
  military	
  victory.	
  Lee	
  hoped	
  

for	
  a	
  final,	
  decisive	
  blow	
  that	
  would	
  bring	
  the	
  war	
  to	
  an	
  end.	
  

In	
  the	
  middle	
  of	
  1863,	
  70,000	
  Confederate	
  soldiers	
  were	
  ordered	
  to	
  move	
  

against	
  the	
  Union	
  force	
  at	
  the	
  small	
  town	
  of	
  Gettysburg,	
  Pennsylvania.	
  Lee	
  

was	
  not	
  worried	
  about	
  the	
  large	
  Union	
  Army	
  of	
  the	
  Potomac.	
  	
  He	
  believed	
  it	
  

was	
  far	
  behind	
  him,	
  in	
  Virginia.	
  But	
  Lee	
  was	
  wrong.	
  The	
  Union	
  Army	
  had	
  

followed	
  him.	
  And	
  it	
  reached	
  Gettysburg	
  first.	
  

On	
  July	
  1,	
  1863,	
  the	
  first	
  group	
  of	
  northern	
  soldiers	
  formed	
  a	
  thin	
  line	
  of	
  

defense	
  outside	
  Gettysburg.	
  The	
  first	
  group	
  of	
  southern	
  soldiers	
  attacked	
  this	
  

line.	
  	
  

When	
  the	
  guns	
  began	
  to	
  roar,	
  both	
  sides	
  hurried	
  more	
  men	
  to	
  the	
  front.	
  By	
  

the	
  next	
  morning,	
  Lee's	
  70,000	
  men	
  faced	
  a	
  Union	
  army	
  of	
  90,000	
  men.	
  

After	
  the	
  second	
  day	
  of	
  fighting,	
  Union	
  commander	
  George	
  Meade	
  met	
  with	
  

his	
  generals.	
  He	
  said	
  he	
  was	
  sure	
  General	
  Lee	
  would	
  attack	
  again.	
  The	
  next	
  

attack,	
  Meade	
  said,	
  would	
  be	
  against	
  the	
  center	
  of	
  the	
  Union	
  line.	
  

Meade	
  was	
  right.	
  	
  

On	
  July	
  3rd,	
  a	
  little	
  past	
  one	
  o'clock	
  in	
  the	
  afternoon,	
  a	
  Confederate	
  gun	
  fired	
  

once.	
  Then	
  again.	
  That	
  was	
  the	
  signal	
  to	
  attack.	
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All	
  at	
  once,	
  the	
  Confederate	
  artillery	
  thundered.	
  The	
  cannon	
  sent	
  iron	
  and	
  

smoke	
  into	
  the	
  Union	
  soldiers.	
  Within	
  minutes,	
  hundreds	
  lay	
  dead	
  or	
  dying.	
  

Union	
  artillery	
  on	
  the	
  hill	
  answered	
  the	
  Confederate	
  cannon.	
  Men	
  lay	
  flat	
  on	
  

the	
  ground.	
  They	
  prayed	
  for	
  the	
  shelling	
  to	
  stop.	
  Finally,	
  it	
  did.	
  And	
  the	
  smoke	
  

of	
  battle	
  began	
  to	
  clear.	
  

Now	
  the	
  Union	
  soldiers	
  could	
  see	
  across	
  the	
  valley.	
  The	
  Confederates	
  stood	
  

shoulder	
  to	
  shoulder	
  in	
  a	
  line	
  almost	
  two	
  kilometers	
  long.	
  	
  Sunlight	
  shone	
  

from	
  their	
  guns.	
  Their	
  battle	
  flags	
  waved.	
  Slowly,	
  the	
  line	
  began	
  to	
  move.	
  

Union	
  artillery	
  opened	
  fire.	
  The	
  guns	
  tore	
  big	
  holes	
  in	
  the	
  Confederate	
  battle	
  

line.	
  	
  But	
  the	
  southerners	
  kept	
  moving	
  forward	
  up	
  the	
  hill.	
  

Union	
  soldiers	
  rose	
  from	
  behind	
  stone	
  walls	
  and	
  fallen	
  trees.	
  They	
  poured	
  

even	
  more	
  gunfire	
  into	
  the	
  Confederate	
  line.	
  More	
  and	
  more	
  bodies	
  fell	
  to	
  the	
  

ground.	
  Still,	
  the	
  Confederate	
  line	
  moved	
  forward.	
  

A	
  few	
  Confederates	
  reached	
  the	
  Union	
  line,	
  but	
  not	
  enough	
  to	
  seize	
  it.	
  They	
  

were	
  shot	
  down.	
  

Suddenly,	
  the	
  Confederates	
  began	
  racing	
  down	
  the	
  hill.	
  Many	
  raised	
  their	
  

hands	
  in	
  surrender.	
  	
  

Fifteen	
  thousand	
  had	
  begun	
  the	
  attack.	
  Only	
  half	
  returned.	
  

The	
  battle	
  of	
  Gettysburg	
  was	
  over.	
  

General	
  Lee's	
  invasion	
  of	
  the	
  North	
  had	
  failed.	
  There	
  was	
  only	
  one	
  thing	
  he	
  

could	
  do	
  now:	
  retreat	
  to	
  Virginia.	
  	
  

On	
  the	
  Union	
  side,	
  General	
  Meade	
  lost	
  so	
  many	
  men	
  that	
  he	
  decided	
  not	
  to	
  

chase	
  Lee	
  immediately.	
  He	
  did	
  not	
  want	
  to	
  risk	
  losing	
  what	
  remained	
  of	
  the	
  

Army	
  of	
  the	
  Potomac.	
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Meade’s	
  decision	
  angered	
  President	
  Abraham	
  Lincoln	
  .	
  He	
  had	
  told	
  Meade	
  

that	
  driving	
  the	
  Confederates	
  out	
  of	
  the	
  North	
  was	
  not	
  enough.	
  The	
  southern	
  

army	
  must	
  be	
  destroyed.	
  

"We	
  had	
  them,"	
  Lincoln	
  said.	
  "We	
  had	
  only	
  to	
  stretch	
  out	
  our	
  hands	
  and	
  take	
  

them.	
  And	
  nothing	
  I	
  could	
  do	
  or	
  say	
  could	
  make	
  the	
  army	
  move."	
  

I’m	
  Kelly	
  Jean	
  Kelly.	
  

And	
  I’m	
  Christopher	
  Cruise.	
  

This	
  is	
  The	
  Making	
  of	
  a	
  Nation	
  from	
  VOA	
  Learning	
  English.	
  

___________________________________________________	
  
Words	
  in	
  This	
  Story	
  
	
  
decisive	
  –	
  adj.,	
  causing	
  something	
  to	
  end	
  in	
  a	
  particular	
  way	
  
roar	
  –	
  v.	
  make	
  a	
  long,	
  loud	
  sound	
  
tore	
  –	
  v.	
  made	
  a	
  hole	
  in	
  a	
  violent	
  or	
  forceful	
  way	
  



About	
  the	
  CALLA	
  Approach	
  
The	
  Cogni>ve	
  Academic	
  Language	
  Learning	
  Approach	
  (CALLA)is	
  an	
  instruc>onal	
  model	
  for	
  second	
  and	
  
foreign	
  language	
  learners	
  based	
  on	
  cogni>ve	
  theory	
  and	
  research.	
  
CALLA	
  integrates	
  instruc>on	
  in	
  priority	
  topics	
  from	
  the	
  content	
  curriculum,	
  development	
  of	
  the	
  
language	
  skills	
  needed	
  for	
  learning	
  in	
  school,	
  and	
  explicit	
  instruc>on	
  in	
  using	
  learning	
  strategies	
  for	
  
academic	
  tasks.	
  	
  
	
  
The	
  goals	
  of	
  CALLA	
  are	
  for	
  students	
  to	
  learn	
  essen>al	
  academic	
  content	
  and	
  language	
  and	
  to	
  become	
  
independent	
  and	
  self-­‐regulated	
  learners	
  through	
  their	
  increasing	
  command	
  over	
  a	
  variety	
  of	
  strategies	
  
for	
  learning	
  in	
  school.	
  CALLA	
  can	
  be	
  used	
  in	
  ESL,	
  EFL,	
  bilingual,	
  foreign	
  language,	
  and	
  general	
  educa>on	
  
classrooms.	
  

	
  
CALLA	
  was	
  developed	
  by	
  Anna	
  Uhl	
  Chamot	
  and	
  J.	
  Michael	
  O'Malley,	
  and	
  is	
  being	
  implemented	
  in	
  
approximately	
  30	
  school	
  districts	
  in	
  the	
  United	
  States	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  in	
  several	
  other	
  countries.	
  
	
  

See	
  a	
  list	
  of	
  language	
  learning	
  strategies	
  here:	
  h#p://calla.ws/strategies/	
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