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Voice of America

Words and Idioms 209: Clear the Air, Close to home

TEXT: TRANG : Huyén Trang va Brandon Garner xin kinh chao quy vi thinh gia. Trong bai
hoc thanh nglt WORDS AND IDIOMS hom nay, chung t6i xin gidi thi¢u cung quy vi hai thanh
nglt mdi. Mot c6 dong tir TO CLEAR nghia 1a lam sach, lam sang to, va mét co tinh tir CLOSE
nghia 13 gan hay than thiét . Brandon xin doc thanh ngi thir nhat.

VOICE: BRANDON: The first idiom is CLEAR THE AIR, CLEAR THE AIR.

TEXT: TRANG : CLEAR THE AIR ¢6 mot tr mdi la AIR nghia la khong khi. CLEAR THE
AIR c6 nghia la xua tan khong khi ndng né do hiéu lam hay nghi ky gay ra.

Mot 6ng xép c6 mot van dé ma ong dang tim cach giai quyeét :

VOICE: BRANDON: One of my assistants got really upset with me over an E-mail | wrote her.
She felt that | was criticizing her for not doing her job. But my intent was to offer some helpful
suggestions. I’ve invited her out for coffee this afternoon. I’d like to CLEAR THE AIR. I’'m
hoping to explain what I meant, so that she doesn’t feel bad anymore.

TEXT: TRANG : MGt trong cac phu ta cua toi rat gian t61 vi mdt dién thu ma t6i gui cho co éy.
C6 cam thay rang toi da chi trich ¢6 1a khong 1am tron nhiém vyu. Nhung ¥ dinh cua t6i 1a dua ra
mot vai dé nghi dé gitip d&. T6i dd moi cd di udng ca phé vao chiéu nay dé 1am sang to van dé.
T6i hy vong giai thich diéu téi mudn néi dé co khong budn nita.

TO CRITICIZE la chi trich , va INTENT la y dinh. Bay gi¢ xin moi quy vi nghe lai thi du nay.

VOICE: BRANDON: One of my assistants got really upset with me over an E-mail | wrote her.
She felt that | was criticizing her for not doing her job. But my intent was to offer some helpful
suggestions. I’ve invited her out for coffee this afternoon. I’d like to CLEAR THE AIR. I'm
hoping to explain what I meant, so that she doesn’t feel bad anymore.

TEXT: TRANG: Méi quan hé tot dep gifta nhitng nguoi than trong gia dinh 13 diéu kho duy tri
vi hoan canh c6 thé gay hiéu lam. Mot nguoi con ¢ trong mat tinh thé kho xr sau khi cha anh
qua doi. Anh noi:

VOICE: BRANDON: When mom asked if she could move in with me after dad died, | told her |
needed to think about it. It’s not that I don’t love her. It’s just that I live so far away that she
wouldn’t be able to see her friends or enjoy her life very much. Fortunately, over dinner last
night, we CLEARED THE AIR. She realized that her happiness is very important to me.

TEXT: TRANG : Khi me t6i hoi t61 xem ba co thé dén & véi toi sau khi cha t6i qua doi hay
khong, toi tra 161 rang t6i can suy nghi vé chuyén nay. Khéng phai la t61 khong yéu thuong me
t6i, nhung chi vi téi sdng qua xa nha nén me toi s& khong thé gip ban bé ciia ba hay vui hudng



doi séng riéng ciia ba. May thay, trong bita an t5i hom qua chung t6i d3 danh tan duoc su hiéu
lam. Mg t61 thay rang hanh phuc cta ba la diéu rat quan trong doi voi toi.

HAPPINESS la hanh phiic. Bay gi¢ Brandon xin doc lai thi du nay.

VOICE: BRANDON: When mom asked if she could move in with me after dad died, | told her |
needed to think about it. It’s not that I don’t love her. It’s just that I live so far away that she
wouldn’t be able to see her friends or enjoy her life very much. Fortunately, over dinner last
night, we CLEARED THE AIR. She realized that her happiness is very important to me.

MUSIC BRIDGE
TEXT: TRANG : Tiép theo dy la thanh ngir thir hai.
VOICE: BRANDON: The second idiom is CLOSE TO HOME, CLOSE TO HOME.

TEXT : TRANG : Ngudi My dung CLOSE TO HOME dé chi mét diéu gi anh hudng sau sic dén
ca nhan mgt nguoi.

Mot phong vién truyén hinh vira phdng van mat tac gia ve cuon sach ba viét vé cudc chién tranh
tai Trung Pong. Phong vién nay cho biét dieu gi da xdy ra sau cudc phong van:

VOICE: BRANDON: After the taping, | could see that our sound engineer was rather
distraught. He , himself, had fought in that conflict and had lost some of his comrades. When the
author began describing the atrocities on the battlefield, she unknowingly stirred up painful
memories for the engineer. For him, they were very CLOSE TO HOME.

TEXT: TRANG : Sau budi thu hinh, t6i nhin thiy anh chuyén vién 4m thanh cta ching t6i to
ra kha dau budn. Chinh anh d3 chién d4u trong cudc chién nay va di mat mot vai ngudi ban
ddng ngii. Khi tac gia cudn sach mo ta nhitng hanh vi tan bao trén chién truong, ba da vo tinh
goi 1én nhitng ky trc dau dén cho anh chuyén vién. Déi véi anh, nhirng ky niém nay anh huéng
sau dam dén tAm hon anh.

DISTRAUGHT la budn khé dién cudng, CONFLICT la cudc xung dot, va ATROCITY la hanh
dong tan bao. Bay gio xin moi quy vi nghe lai thi du nay.

VOICE: BRANDON: After the taping, | could see that our sound engineer was rather
distraught. He , himself, had fought in that conflict and had lost some of his comrades. When the
author began describing the atrocities on the battlefield, she unknowingly stirred up painful
memories for the engineer. For him, they were very CLOSE TO HOME.

TEXT: TRANG : Mot diéu khong may doi khi mang lai mét thay dbi tot dep, nhu quy vi nghe
trong ban tudng trinh cia mot phong vién vé mot t6 chire 1y tén 1a M.A.D.D. sau day:

VOICE: BRANDON: M.A.D.D. is an organization committed to stopping drunk driving and
supporting victims of this terrible crime. It was started in 1980 by a mother who had strong
feelings about such issues. Her daughter had been killed by a repeat drunk driver. As with many
MADD members, this tragedy is very CLOSE TO HOME.



TEXT: TRANG : M.A.D.D. 13 mét t6 chirc chi trong vao viéc ngan chdn nhiing vy lai xe trong
lac say ruou, va tro gitip cac nan nhan cua toi ac ghé gdm nay. Tb chitc nay do mot ba me khoi
dau vao nam 1980 vi ba rat quan tdm vé cic van dé ‘nay. Con gai ba da bi thiét mang vi mot
nguoi lai xe trong khi say ruou nhiéu 1an. Ciing gidng nhu véi nhiéu thanh vién cua to chic
MADD, tham kich niy gdy anh huéng siu dam dén nguoi trong cudc.

M.A.D.D. la chit viét tit cia Mothers Against Drunk Driving , 1a t6 chtrc cac ba me chdng nan
lai xe trong khi say ruou, va TRAGEDY la tham kich. Bay gio xin moi quy vi nghe lai thi du
nay.

VOICE: BRANDON: M.A.D.D. is an organization committed to stopping drunk driving and
supporting victims of this terrible crime. It was started in 1980 by a mother who had strong
feelings about such issues. Her daughter had been killed by a repeat drunk driver. As with many
MADD members, this tragedy is very CLOSE TO HOME.

TEXT: TRANG : Thi du vira rdi da két thiic bai hoc thanh ngit WORDS AND IDIOMS hom
nay cta dai Tiéng N6i Hoa ky. Nhu vay 1a ching ta vira hoc dugce hai thanh nglr méi. Mot la
CLEAR THE AIR nghia la xua tan khong khi néng né do nghi ky hay hiéu 1dm gy ra, va hai la
CLOSE TO HOME nghia 13 anh huong siu sic dén c4 nhan mot ngudi. Huyén Trang va
Brandon Garner xin kinh chao quy vi thinh gia, va xin hen gip lai quy vi trong bai hoc ké tiép.



