
 
 

Words and Idioms 209: Clear the Air, Close to home 
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VOICE: BRANDON:  The first idiom is CLEAR THE AIR, CLEAR THE AIR. 
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VOICE: BRANDON: One of my assistants got really upset with me over an E-mail I wrote her.  

She felt that I was criticizing her for not doing her job.  But my intent was to offer some helpful 
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VOICE: BRANDON: One of my assistants got really upset with me over an E-mail I wrote her.  

She felt that I was criticizing her for not doing her job.  But my intent was to offer some helpful 
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VOICE: BRANDON:  When mom asked if she could move in with me after dad died, I told her I 
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night, we CLEARED THE AIR.  She realized that her happiness is very important to me. 
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VOICE: BRANDON:  When mom asked if she could move in with me after dad died, I told her I 
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night, we CLEARED THE AIR.  She realized that her happiness is very important to me. 
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VOICE: BRANDON:  The second idiom is CLOSE TO HOME, CLOSE TO HOME. 
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VOICE: BRANDON:  After the taping, I could see that our sound engineer was rather 

distraught. He , himself, had fought in that conflict and had lost some of his comrades.  When the 

author began describing  the atrocities on the battlefield, she unknowingly stirred up painful 

memories for the engineer.  For him, they were very CLOSE TO HOME. 
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VOICE: BRANDON:  After the taping, I could see that our sound engineer was rather 

distraught. He , himself, had fought in that conflict and had lost some of his comrades.  When the 

author began describing  the atrocities on the battlefield, she unknowingly stirred up painful 

memories for the engineer.  For him, they were very CLOSE TO HOME. 

 

                                                                                           

                                                                                      

 

VOICE: BRANDON:  M.A.D.D. is an organization committed to stopping drunk driving and 

supporting victims of this terrible crime.  It was started in 1980 by a mother who had strong 

feelings about such issues.  Her daughter had been killed by a repeat drunk driver.  As with many 

MADD members, this tragedy is very CLOSE TO HOME. 
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VOICE: BRANDON:  M.A.D.D. is an organization committed to stopping drunk driving and 

supporting victims of this terrible crime.  It was started in 1980 by a mother who had strong 

feelings about such issues.  Her daughter had been killed by a repeat drunk driver.  As with many 

MADD members, this tragedy is very CLOSE TO HOME. 
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