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Voice of America

Words and Idioms 204: Business as Usual, By a Hair

TEXT: TRANG : Huyén Trang va Brandon Garner xin kinh chao quy vi thinh gia. Trong bai
hoc thanh ngit WORDS AND IDIOMS hém nay, chang t6i xin hién quy vi hai thanh ngir méi.
Mot c6 tir BUSINESS nghia 1a cong viéc, va mdt c6 tir HAIR nghia 1a soi toc. Brandon xin doc
thanh ngi thi nhét.

VOICE: BRANDON: The first idiom is BUSINESS AS USUAL, BUSINESS AS USUAL.

TEXT: TRANG: BUSINESS AS USUAL c6 m¢t tir méi 1a USUAL nghia la thong thuong,
thuong 1€. Thanh nglt nay c6 nghia 14 cong viéc lam tr¢ lai trang thai binh thuong sau khi mdot
bién cb gi d6 xay ra.

Céch day it lau, mot tran bao 16n da tan pha mién bong Nam nudec My. Mot $6 nguoi bi thiét
mang va nhiéu nguoi khac bi thuong. Mot phong vién tudng thuat vé thién tai nay nhu sau:

VOICE: BRANDON: While most of the population survived, the majority of their homes,
businesses, schools and places of worship were destroyed. Relief organizations and civic groups
are working tirelessly to help restore some sense of normalcy there. But it will be months before
it’s anything like BUSINESS AS USUAL for those citizens!

TEXT: TRANG : Tuy phan dng dan cu da song sot, nhung phan 16n nha cira, ctra tiém, truong
hoc va nha the déu bi pha huy. Cac t6 chirc ctru trg va cac nhom dan sy dang lam vi¢c khong
biét mét dé gitip phuc hdi phan nio tinh trang binh thudng & d6. Tuy nhién, can phai mat nhiéu
thang troi cu dan & d6 mai trd lai cude séng gan nhu binh thudng nhu trudc.

TO SURVIVE la séng sot, séng con, TIRELESSLY Ia khong mét moi, khong chan nan , va
NORMALCY la trang thai binh thuong. Bay gio, xin moi quy vi nghe lai thi du nay.

VOICE: BRANDON: While most of the population survived, the majority of their homes,
businesses, schools and places of worship were destroyed. Relief organizations and civic groups
are working tirelessly to help restore some sense of normalcy there. But it will be months before
it’s anything like BUSINESS AS USUAL for those citizens!

TEXT: TRANG: Mot cu dan song trong mét thi xa nho bé néi vé mot bién cd 1y thu vira xay ra
tai d6 khién moi ngudi han hoan nhu sau:



VOICE: BRANDON: Normally my tiny town is a quiet place. But when a movie director chose
it as the site for his upcoming picture, it became incredibly busy. Film stars and production
crews flooded Main Street. The local restaurants served overflow crowds, and news reporters
came from all around seeking interviews. For three weeks, life here was anything but
BUSINESS AS USUAL.

TEXT: TRANG : Thuong thi thi xa cua t61 1a mgt noi yén lang. Nhung khi mot nha dao dién
phim chon noi ndy lam bdi canh cho cudn phim sép t6i ctia ong thi thi xa nay tré nén hét sirc
nao nhiét. Cac ngoi sao dién anh va ban quay phim da tran ngdp con duong chinh. Cac ti¢m an
& day dong nghet khach , va phong vién tir khip noi quanh d6 da dén xin phong véan . Trong ba
tuan 18 cudc sdng & diy khong con binh thudng nira.

MOVIE DIRECTOR la nha dao dién phim, vaA OVERFLOW la tran ngap. By gio Brandon xin
doc lai thi du nay.

VOICE: BRANDON: Normally my tiny town is a quiet place. But when a movie director chose
it as the site for his upcoming picture, it became incredibly busy. Film stars and production
crews flooded Main Street. The local restaurants served overflow crowds, and news reporters
came from all around seeking interviews. For three weeks, life here was anything but
BUSINESS AS USUAL.

MUSIC BRIDGE
TEXT: TRANG : Tiép theo day la thanh ngit tht hai.
VOICE: BRANDON: The second idiom is BY A HAIR , BY A HAIR.

TEXT: TRANG : BY A HAIR c6 nghia la cach nhau bing mot duong to k& téc, chi mot chut
xiu .

Hang nim, nuéc My md nhiéu cudc thi hoa hau, ndi bat nhat trong s6 d6 1a cudc thi hoa hau My
qudc. Ta hiy xem két qua cudc thi méi nhat nay nhu thé nao:

VOICE : BRANDON: Young women from across the United States were judged on their looks,
talent, grace and intelligence. In the end, it was determined that the representative from Nebraska
had earned just a few more points than her fellow contestants. Having won BY A HAIR, she
was crowned the new Miss America.

TEXT: TRANG : Cac thiéu nif tir khap noi trén toan qudc da dugce danh gia vé sac dep, tai ning,
vé duyén dang va tri thong minh. Cudi cing, moi ngudi quyét dinh rang hoa khai tiéu bang



Nebraska da danh duoc vai diém hon céc thi sinh khac. C6 da théng sat nat va dugc bau 1am hoa
hau My quéc.

TO JUDGE la xét doan, d4anh gia, GRACE la vé duyén dang, va CONTESTANT la thi sinh, d6i
thi. Bay gio xin moi quy vi nghe lai thi du nay.

VOICE : BRANDON: Young women from across the United States were judged on their looks,
talent, grace and intelligence. In the end, it was determined that the representative from Nebraska
had earned just a few more points than her fellow contestants. Having won BY A HAIR, she
was crowned the new Miss America.

TEXT: TRANG : Tai nan xe ¢0 1 chuyén thudng xuyén xay ra tai nhidu noi trén thé giéi, nhit la
0 cac thanh phé 16n. Mot thanh nién ké lai mot kinh nghiém dang so cia anh nhu sau:

VOICE: BRANDON: The bus driver should have been more careful. He was going too fast.
When he was turning the corner, my friend and I were crossing the street. If we hadn’t jumped
to the sidewalk, we would have been hit. It was incredibly close. The driver missed us BY A
HAIR.

TEXT: TRANG : Ong tai xé xe buyt dang 1y ra d phai than trong hon. Ong ta lai xe qua
nhanh. Khi 6ng ta r& sang duong bén, t6i va ban tdi dang bang qua dudng. Néu chung t6i
khong nhay 1én 1& duong thi chung t6i da bj dung roi. That 13 hét strc gan. Suyt nita thi ong tai
xé dung chiing toi.

CAREFUL la than trong, TO CROSS la bang ngang qua, va TO JUMP la nhdy . Bay gio
Brandon xin doc lai thi du nay.

VOICE: BRANDON: The bus driver should have been more careful. He was going too fast.
When he was turning the corner, my friend and I were crossing the street. If we hadn’t jumped
to the sidewalk, we would have been hit. It was incredibly close. The driver missed us BY A
HAIR.

TEXT: TRANG : Thi du vira r0i di két thac bai hoc thanh ngit WORDS AND IDIOMS hém
nay cua dai Tiéng Noi Hoa ky. Nhu vdy 1a chung ta vira hoc duoc hai thanh ngir méi. Mot 1a
BUSINESS AS USUAL nghia la cong vi¢c trd lai binh thuong sau mot bién cb, va hai 1a BY A
HAIR nghia I3 sat nat. Huyén Trang va Brandon Garner xin kinh chao quy vi thinh gia, va xin
hen gip lai quy vi trong bai hoc ké tiép.

MUSIC THEME



