
 
 

Words and Idioms 202: Break One’s Back, Bring to a 

Head 
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VOICE: BRANDON: Mom always wanted my sister and me to enjoy a better life than she had.  

That meant working two jobs for many years to afford what we needed.  She BROKE HER 

BACK for us.  But as a result I became a surgeon and my sister, a famous concert pianist.  We 
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VOICE: BRANDON: Mom always wanted my sister and me to enjoy a better life than she had.  

That meant working two jobs for many years to afford what we needed.  She BROKE HER 

BACK for us.  But as a result I became a surgeon and my sister, a famous concert pianist.  We 

w                       s  s    ssf   w                 ’s       s    f   s  

 

                                                                                          

                                                                  s      : 

 

VOICE: BRANDON:  My neighbor across the street is one of the laziest people I know.  Just 

                   ’s                        s f             Y     s    s  is falling apart and his 

yard is full of junk. It would take a lot of effort to get the place in good condition.  
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VOICE: BRANDON:  My neighbor across the street is one of the laziest people I know.  Just 

                   ’s                        s f             Y     s    s   s f                   s 

yard is full of junk. It would take a lot of effort to get the place in good condition.  

U f                 ’                                  C   

 

                                                          MUSIC BRIDGE 

 

                                                 . 

 

VOICE: BRANDON:  The second idiom is BRING TO A HEAD, BRING TO A HEAD. 
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VOICE: BRANDON: I have been trying to persuade my Dad to quit smoking, but he never made 

a serious effort to stop until last month.  When he became short of breath playing with his 

grandson, he realized that his bad habit had to end. It BROUGHT TO A HEAD his addiction to 

         s     ’s             -free ever since. 
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VOICE: BRANDON: I have been trying to persuade my Dad to quit smoking, but he never made 

a serious effort to stop until last month.  When he became short of breath playing with his 

grandson, he realized that his bad habit had to end. It BROUGHT TO A HEAD his addiction to 

         s     ’s             -free ever since. 
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VOICE: BRANDON:  Our best trained workers are all over  60     s               ’        

                    f s             ’                        C                   z  w   ’s 

happening.  Retirements are BRINGING our labor shortage problem TO A HEAD.  S    ’  

better come up with a solution quickly. 
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