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Voice of America

Words and Idioms 200: The Blind Leading the Blind;
Blow by Blow

TEXT: TRANG : Huyén Trang va Brandon Garner xin kinh chao quy vi thinh gia. Trong bai
hoc thanh ngr WORDS AND IDIOMS hom nay chung t6i xin gidi thi¢u cung quy vi hai thanh
nglt mdi, mot c6 tu BLIND nghia la dui mu, va mét c6 ttr BLOW nghia 1a mét ¢t danh .
Brandon xin doc thanh ngir thir nhat.

VOICE: BRANDON: The first idiom is THE BLIND LEADING THE BLIND, THE BLIND
LEADING THE BLIND.

TEXT: TRANG : THE BLIND LEADING THE BLIND c¢6 mt dong tir méi la TO LEAD
nghia la dan dat. Thanh ngir nay c6 nghia la ngudi mu dan dat nguoi mu , tc la nguoi khong du
kinh nghiém hay kién thirc ma dam chi dan nguoi khac lam theo minh.

Mot 6ng bd to ra ngan ngai, khong mudn giap huan luyén vién doi bong da ciia con 6ng, va cho
biét 1y do:

VOICE: BRANDON: When my son’s coach called me about substituting for him at this
weekend’s soccer practice, | had to turn him down. Sure, | had watched him a few times work

with the kids. But I didn’t know enough about the game to train or teach them the skills they
needed. That would have been THE BLIND LEADING THE BLIND !

TEXT: TRANG : Khi ong ludn luyén vién cta con toi goi téi dé nho toi thay éng chi din cho
d6i bong da vao cudi tudn nay, toi da phai tur chéi. Di nhién 1a t6i da tirng xem 6ng hudn luyén
cac em vai lan. Nhung t6i khong biét du vé bong da dé huan luyén hay day cac em nhirng tai
nghé ma cdc em can, vi lam nhu thé thi ciing giong nhu ngudi mu dan dit nguoi mu vay !

TO SUBSTITUTE la thay thé, va PRACTICE tép luyén . Biy gio xin moi quy vi nghe lai thi
du nay.

VOICE: BRANDON: When my son’s coach called me about substituting for him at this
weekend’s soccer practice, I had to turn him down. Sure, I had watched him a few times work
with the kids. But I didn’t know enough about the game to train or teach them the skills they
needed. That would have been THE BLIND LEADING THE BLIND !

TEXT: TRANG : M6t thanh nién cung ban bé mdéi day dy mot chuyén du hanh . Tuy nhién, anh
khong hai long v6i chuyén di nay va cho biét 1y do:

VOICE: BRANDON: My friends and | were promised an experienced guide on our trip to
Alaska. Instead, we ended up with someone who didn’t know the area any more than we did.



She even got us lost. It was THE BLIND LEADING THE BLIND! Now we want our money
back from the tour company.

TEXT: TRANG : T6i va cac ban duoc hira 1a s& c6 mot hudng dan vién kinh nghiém trong
chuyén du hanh di thim tiéu bang Alaska. Thay vao do, chung toi lai dugc mot ¢6 hudng dan
vién ciing khong biét gi vé viing nay hon ching t61. C0 4 4y con dan chung toi dilac. Thatla
ngudi mu din nguoi mu! Bay gid chiing t6i mudn cong ty du lich tra lai tién cho chung toi.

EXPERIENCE Ia kinh nghiém , va TO GET LOST la di lac. Bay gi¢ Brandon xin doc lai thi du
nay.

VOICE: BRANDON: My friends and | were promised an experienced guide on our trip to
Alaska. Instead, we ended up with someone who didn’t know the area any more than we did.
She even got us lost. It was THE BLIND LEADING THE BLIND! Now we want our money
back from the tour company.

MUSIC BRIDGE
TEXT: TRANG: Tiép theo day la thanh ngi tht hai.
VOICE: BRANDON: The second idiom is BLOW BY BLOW, BLOW BY BLOW.

TEXT: TRANG : BLOW BY BLOW la dién ta ti mi tirng chi tiét mot nhimg gi dang xay ra.
Thanh nglr nay xuat xi tir gidi dau quyeén Anh, khi phong vién thé thao twong thuat ting ci dam
cua hai vd si dang dau v6i nhau trén dai.

Cac ng6i sao dién anh My 1a nhirng nguoi thuong dugc gioi truyén thong theo ddi ting chi tiét
vé doi séng riéng tu ctia ho. MOt phong vién viét vé hai ngdi sao sang 1a Debbie va Charles nhu
sau.

VOICE: BRANDON: What’s happened to one of Hollywood’s hottest couples? First, Debbie
learned that Charles had a serious gambling problem . There was a huge fight. A couple months
later, Debbie threw all of his belongings into the street. He moved out, and then asked for a
divorce. That’s the BLOW BY BLOW so far. Stay tuned for further details.

TEXT: TRANG : Diéu gi da xay ra cho mdt trong cac cip vo chong noi tiéng nhat tai
Hollywood? Thoat tién, c6 Debbie biét duoc rﬁng anh Charles nghién danh bac . Hai nguoi cai
va nhau dit déi. Vai thang sau, cd Debbie vut hét dd dac cta anh ra duong. Anh bén donra roi
xin ly di. D6 14 tin tirc ti mi vao lac nay. Xin tiép tuc theo ddi dé biét thém chi tiét sau.

TO GAMBLE la danh bac, va TO STAY TUNED la tiép tuc theo doi mét tin hay mot cau
chuyén. Bay gio xin moi quy vi nghe lai thi du nay.

VOICE: BRANDON: What’s happened to one of Hollywood’s hottest couples? First, Debbie
learned that Charles had a serious gambling problem . There was a huge fight. A couple months
later, Debbie threw all of his belongings into the street. He moved out, and then asked for a
divorce. That’s the BLOW BY BLOW so far. Stay tuned for further details.



TEXT: TRANG : Thanh ngﬁvBLOW BY BLOW con dugc dung nhu mot Finh ttr, nhu trong cau
chuyén ma mdt nhan chirng ké lai mot vu cudp ngan hang ma ong trong thay.

VOICE: BRANDON: | was waiting outside the bank. And through the window, | saw the robber
approach the teller, pull out a gun, and demand that she hand over all the money from her
drawer. Then he shot a guard before running out the side door. Since | saw it all happen, it was
easy for me to give the police a BLOW BY BLOW description.

TEXT: TRANG : Téi dang dimg doi ¢ bén ngoai ngén hang. Nhin qua cira sO , toi trong thay tén
cudp dén gan co thii quy , it sung ra va doi c6 phai trao hét tién trong ngin keo cho anh ta. Sau
d6 anh ta bin mot ngudi bao vé trude khi chay ra cira bén hong ngan hang. Vi téi trong thdy moi
chuyén xdy ra nén that d& cho toi ta cho canh sat biét tirng chi tiét ti mi.

ROBBER la ké cuép, va DRAWER Ia ngan kéo. Bay gio Brandon xin doc lai thi du nay.

VOICE: BRANDON: | was waiting outside the bank. And through the window, | saw the robber
approach the teller, pull out a gun, and demand that she hand over all the money from her
drawer. Then he shot a guard before running out the side door. Since | saw it all happen, it was
easy for me to give the police a BLOW BY BLOW description.

TEXT: TRANG : Thi duy vira roi da két thiic bai hoc thanh ngit WORDS AND IDIOMS hém
nay cta dai Tiéng N6i Hoa ky. Nhu vay 1a chiing ta vira hoc dugc hai thanh ngir méi. Mot 1a
THE BLIND LEADING THE BLIND I ngudi mu dan dit ngudi mu, va hai 1a BLOW BY
BLOW la dién ta tirng chi tiét nhitng gi dang xay ra. Huyén Trang va Brandon Garner xin kinh
chao quy vi thinh gid, va xin hen gip lai quy vi trong bai hoc ké tiép.



