
 
 

Words and Idioms 191: Alive and Kicking, Also-ran 
 

                                                                                       

                                                                                       

                                                                                            

                        

 

VOICE : BRANDON:  The first idiom is ALIVE AND KICKING, ALIVE AND KICKING. 

 

TEXT: TRANG :   ALIVE A                                                     

                                                                                                

                                                                                    

                                                                                              

                    

 

                                                                                                

sau: 

 

VOICE: BRANDON:  Born in 1922 ,  Betty White started in her own TV comedy in the 1950s .  

She became well-known on game shows, and won several awards for other funny TV roles in the 

70s and 80s .                 ’               ’             ICKING.  As an actress, writer, 

and animal-rights activist, she remains very active and more popular than ever. 
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VOICE: BRANDON:  Born in 1922 ,  Betty White started in her own TV comedy in the 1950s .  

She became well-known on game shows, and won several awards for other funny TV roles in the 

70s and 80s . Betty White     ’               ’                                             

and animal-rights activist, she remains very  active and more popular than ever. 
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VOICE: BRANDON:  Ford Motor Company came close to bankruptcy only a few years ago.  

The good news is that the American automaker just reported a profit and expects increased sales 

in the months ahead.  The critics who believed it was finished have been proven wrong.  While 
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VOICE: BRANDON:  Ford Motor Company came close to bankruptcy only a few years ago.  

The good news is that the American automaker just reported a profit and expects increased sales 

in the months ahead.  The critics who believed it was finished have been proven wrong.  While 
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VOICE: BRANDON:  The second idiom is ALSO-RAN, ALSO-RAN. 
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VOICE: BRANDON: If you ask many Americans who the last five U.S. Presidents have been, 

they could probably name them.  But despite significant news coverage during those elections, 

few voters could identify the candidates who were defeated.  Then again, the ALSO-RANS 

might prefer not to be remembered. 
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VOICE: BRANDON: If you ask many Americans who the last five U.S. Presidents have been, 

they could probably name them.  But despite significant news coverage during those elections, 



few voters could identify the candidates who were defeated.  Then again, the ALSO-RANS 

might prefer not to be remembered. 
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                  ’          f                     -book reader. At first, I was drawn to 

the company which produced the very first model.  Then I became interested in more popular 
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their early rival look like an ALSO-RAN.  Its share of the market continues to decrease. 
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