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Voice of America

Words and Idioms 176: To No Avalil, Too Close for
Comfort

TEXT: TRANG : Huyén Trang va Brandon Garner xin kinh chao quy vi thinh gia. Trong bai
hoc thanh ngit WORDS AND IDIOMS hom nay, chung t6i xin gidi thi€u cung quy vi hai thanh
nglt moi . Mot ¢o trt AVAIL nghia la sy ich loi, hiéu qua, va mot c6 tr CLOSE nghia la gﬁn
hay sat . Brandon xin doc thanh ngir thi nhit.

VOICE: BRANDON: The first idiom is TO NO AVAIL, TO NO AVAIL.
TEXT: TRANG : Thanh ngtr TO NO AVAIL c6 nghia l1a khong cé hiéu qua gi, vo ich.
Mot ong to ra buc boi khi thay nhiing 16i khuyén cua ong khong duge ai huong ing. Ong noi:

VOICE: BRANDON: I've certainly been making an effort to help out members of my family.
For example, my aunt has been complaining of chest pains, so | suggested that she see a doctor
right away. My son’s grades have been slipping . So | asked him to consider giving up some of
his extracurricular activities for a while. I make all these suggestions, but TO NO AVAIL.
Nobody listened to me. Why did | even bother?

TEXT: TRANG : Toéi da ¢ ging gitip d& nhiing ngudi trong gia dinh t61. Chang han nhu di t6i
than dau ngue nén t61 dé nghi di nén di gap bac si ngay. Diém thi ciia con trai toi dang kém dan
nén t6i yéu cau no6 bdt sinh hoat ngoai gio hoc trong it 1au. Toéi khuyén nhu vay ma that vo ich.
Khong ai nghe 101 t61 ca. Tai sao toi lai phi cong lam nhu vay?

TO SUGGEST la dé nghi , TO SLIP 1a tudt xudng, va TO GIVE UP 1a tir bo . Bay gio xin moi
quy vi nghe lai thi du nay.

VOICE: BRANDON: I've certainly been making an effort to help out members of my family.
For example, my aunt has been complaining of chest pains, so | suggested that she see a doctor
right away. My son’s grades have been slipping . So I asked him to consider giving up some of
his extracurricular activities for a while. I make all these suggestions, but TO NO AVAIL.
Nobody listened to me. Why did | even bother?

TEXT: TRANG : Trong thi du sau day, cu dan trong mot tiéu bang da chan ngdy voi thugng
nghi s cta ho, va tim cach thay d6i tinh hinh:

VOICE : BRANDON: We warned our senator that he wasn’t doing enough to lower taxes. Our
supporters held meetings with him, organized a massive E-mail campaign and staged protest
marches throughout the state. After these proved TO NO AVAIL, we started to look for a new
candidate. This has been a much more productive strategy.



TEXT: TRANG : Chung t6i da canh céo thugng nghi si cua ching toi la 6ng da khong lam du
dé giam thué. Nhimg ngudi ing ho chung t6i d3 hop véi 6ng nhiéu lan, to chirc mot cude van
dong rong lon béng dién thu, va mé nhiéu cudc biéu tinh phan khang tai khép tiéu bang. Sau khi
cac hanh dong nay t6 ra vo ich, chiing toi bit ddu tim mot tng ctr vién méi. Pay 1a mot chién
lugc mang lai nhiéu két qua hon.

PROTEST la phan khéng, va STRATEGY la chién lugc. Bay gio Brandon xin doc lai thi du
nay.

VOICE : BRANDON: We warned our senator that he wasn’t doing enough to lower taxes. Our
supporters held meetings with him, organized a massive E-mail campaign and staged protest
marches throughout the state. After these proved TO NO AVAIL, we started to look for a new
candidate. This has been a much more productive strategy.

MUSIC BRIDGE
TEXT: TRANG : Tiép theo day la thanh ngi tht hai.

VOICE : BRANDON: The second idiom is TOO CLOSE FOR COMFORT, TOO CLOSE
FOR COMFORT.

TEXT : TRA:NG : TOO CLOSE FOR COMFORT c6 mot tir moi la COMFORT nghia l1a su
thodi mai , de chiu . Thanh ngir nay c6 nghia la gan sat mot cach nguy hieém.

Mot thanh nién néi vé kinh nghiém dang ghi nhé ciia anh trong khi 1ai xe nhur sau:

VOICE : BRANDON: I should have been more careful. Driving home | was answering a phone
call. I had only looked away from the road for a couple of seconds. But when I looked up, the
car ahead of me had stopped abruptly. That was TOO CLOSE FOR COMFORT. | barely missed
plowing into him.

TEXT: TRANG : Dang 1y ra t6i dd phai than trong hon. Trong ltc 14i xe vé nha, toi tra 10i mot
ct dién thoai. T61 mai nhin ra khoi duong chi vai giay. Nhung khi to1 ngumg dau 1én thi thay
chiéc xe dang trudc toi bat ngd dimg lai. That 1a hét sirc nguy hiém. Chut xiu nita thi t6i d4 lao
vao chiéc xe do.

CAREFUL 14 than trong , ABRUPTLY la bit ngd, va TO PLOW INTO 1a lao vao, ddm vao.
Bay gio xin moi quy vi nghe lai thi du nay.

VOICE : BRANDON: I should have been more careful. Driving home | was answering a phone
call. I had only looked away from the road for a couple of seconds. But when | looked up, the
car ahead of me had stopped abruptly. That was TOO CLOSE FOR COMFORT. I barely missed
plowing into him.

TEXT: TRANG : M(}t hoc sinh nhan ra réng viéc hoc hanh cua cau doi hoi cau phai cham chi
lam viéc. Cau cho biét 1y do:



VOICE : BRANDON: I’ll never skip school again. When I stopped at a restaurant for lunch I
saw the assistant principal sitting across from me. Luckily, | managed to slip out the door
without being noticed. The risk of getting caught was TOO CLOSE FOR COMFORT. I learned
my lesson.

TEXT: TRANG : Téi s& khong bao gid trén hoc di choi nita. Khi t6i ghé lai mot tiém an dé an
trua, t0i trong thiy 6ng phé hiéu truéng ngdi phia trude mit toi. May thay, toi tim cach thoat ra
ngoai ctra ma khong bi 6ng 4y trong thiy. Co nguy bi bat qua tang qua that 1a 1én. Tbi da hoc
duoc mot bai hoc.

TO SKIP SCHOOL la trén hoc, va RISK 14 sy riii ro, co nguy. Béy gio Brandon xin doc lai thi
du nay.

VOICE : BRANDON: I’ll never skip school again. When I stopped at a restaurant for lunch I
saw the assistant principal sitting across from me. Luckily, | managed to slip out the door
without being noticed. The risk of getting caught was TOO CLOSE FOR COMFORT. I learned
my lesson.

TEXT: TRANG : Thi dy vira rdi da két thac bai hoc thanh ngit WORDS AND IDIOMS hom
nay cua dai Tiéng No6i Hoa ky. Nhur vay 1a ching ta vira hoc duge hai thanh ngit méi. Mot 1a TO
NO AVAIL la khong c6 hiéu qua, vo ich, va hai 1a TOO CLOSE FOR COMFORT nghia I3 gan
sat mot cach nguy hiém. Huyén Trang va Brandon Garner xin kinh chao quy vi thinh gia, va xin
hen gip lai quy vi trong bai hoc ké tiép.

MUSIC THEME



