
 
 

Words and Idioms 176: To No Avail, Too Close for 

Comfort 
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VOICE: BRANDON:  The first idiom is TO NO AVAIL, TO NO AVAIL. 

 

TEXT: TRANG :                                                                  

 

                                                                                            

 

                 ’                             ff          p         ers of my family. 

For example, my aunt has been complaining of chest pains, so I suggested that she see a doctor 

right away.       ’                      pp      So I asked him to consider giving up some of 

his extracurricular activities for a while. I make all these suggestions, but TO NO AVAIL. 

Nobody listened to me. Why did I even bother? 
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                 ’                             ff          p              f    f       

For example, my aunt has been complaining of chest pains, so I suggested that she see a doctor 

       w          ’                      pp              ed him to consider giving up some of 

his extracurricular activities for a while. I make all these suggestions, but TO NO AVAIL. 

Nobody listened to me. Why did I even bother? 

 

TEXT: TRANG :                                                                          

                                                

 

                     w                          w   ’                    w               

supporters held meetings with him, organized a massive E-mail campaign and staged protest 

marches throughout the state.  After these proved TO NO AVAIL, we started to look for a new 

candidate. This has been a much more productive strategy. 
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VOICE : BRANDON:  We warned our senator that    w   ’                    w               

supporters held meetings with him, organized a massive E-mail campaign and staged protest 

marches throughout the state.  After these proved TO NO AVAIL, we started to look for a new 

candidate. This has been a much more productive strategy. 

 

                                                   MUSIC BRIDGE 

 

                  p                                

 

VOICE : BRANDON:  The second idiom is TOO CLOSE FOR COMFORT,  TOO CLOSE 

FOR COMFORT. 

 

                                                                           

                                                                             

 

                                                                                 

 

VOICE : BRANDON: I should have been more careful.  Driving home I was answering a phone 

call.  I had only looked away from the road for a couple of seconds.  But when I looked up, the 

car ahead of me had stopped abruptly.  That was TOO CLOSE FOR COMFORT. I barely missed 

plowing into him. 
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VOICE : BRANDON: I should have been more careful.  Driving home I was answering a phone 

call.  I had only looked away from the road for a couple of seconds.  But when I looked up, the 

car ahead of me had stopped abruptly.  That was TOO CLOSE FOR COMFORT. I barely missed 

plowing into him. 
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saw the assistant principal sitting across from me. Luckily, I managed to slip out the door 

without being noticed.  The risk of getting caught was TOO CLOSE FOR COMFORT. I learned 

my lesson. 
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                  ’            p                          pp                   f           

saw the assistant principal sitting across from me. Luckily, I managed to slip out the door 

without being noticed.  The risk of getting caught was TOO CLOSE FOR COMFORT. I learned 

my lesson. 
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