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Voice of America

Words and Idioms 174: Tar Someone/Something with
the Same Brush, Tit for Tat

TEXT: TRANG : Huyén Trang va Brandon Garner xin kinh chio quy vi thinh gia. Trong bai
hoc thanh ngit WORDS AND IDIOMS hém nay, chiing t6i xin dem dén quy vi hai thanh ngit
moi, mot co tt BRUSH nghia Ia céi ban chai hay but 16ng, va mét 1a TIT FOR TAT nghia Ia tra
diia . Brandon xin doc thanh ngi thi nhét.

VOICE : BRANDON: The first idiom is TAR SOMEONE OR SOMETHING WITH THE
SAME BRUSH , TAR SOMEONE OR SOMETHING WITH THE SAME BRUSH.

TEXT: TRANG : TAR SOMEONE OR SOMETHING WITH THE SAME BRUSH c6 nghia la
coi hai nguoi hay hai vat cung c¢6 khuyét diém nhu nhau, cd me¢ mot ltra, cung mot dude.

Mot thanh nién cho biét rang c6 em ho cua anh c¢6 thanh kién doi véi cac chinh tri gia. Anh noi:

VOICE : BRANDON: My cousin told me she wasn’t going to vote anymore after her mayor had
been found guilty of embezzlement. | grant you that some politicians are corrupt, but that doesn’t
mean that all of them should be TARRED WITH THE SAME BRUSH.

TEXT: TRANG : C6 em ho t6i noi véi t6i rang co sé khong di bau nira sau khi ong thi trudng
cta thanh pho cd ¢ bi xét 6 to1 bién thu tién bac. T6i1 cong nhén rang madt so chinh tri gia co tat
tham nhiing, nhung nhu thé khong c¢6 nghia 1a tat ca cac chinh tri gia déu bi coi la cuing mot
dudc.

TO VOTE la di bau, bo phiéu, va EMBEZZLEMENT la bién thii, tham 6. Bay gio xin moi quy
vi nghe lai thi du nay.

VOICE : BRANDON: My cousin told me she wasn’t going to vote anymore after her mayor had
been found guilty of embezzlement. I grant you that some politicians are corrupt, but that doesn’t
mean that all of them should be TARRED WITH THE SAME BRUSH.

TEXT: TRANG : Mot nhan vién trong mdt cong ty to y thac mic vé cach xtr sy ctia ong xép anh
khi 6ng mudn ngudi. Anh noi:

VOICE: BRANDON: One of the applicants for a part-time sales position came with good
references. Yet my boss didn’t want to hire him because he was still in high school. Apparently,
he’d had a bad experience with a teenaged employee. To me, my boss TARRED HIM WITH
THE SAME BRUSH. Why did he blame him because of another teen’s poor performance?

TEXT: TRANG : Mot trong nhirng nguoi xin viée ban hang ban thoi gian dé c6 gidy chirg nhan
tot. Tuy vay, ong xép tdi khong chiu mudn cdu ay vi cdu con dang hoc trung hoc. RS rang la



trude day ong x&p to61 da co kinh nghiém xau khi mudn mdt thieu nién . Theo tdi thi ong xEp da
coi cau nay nhu ca meé mot Itra vdi thiéu nién d6. Tai sao lai d6 16i cho cau vi mdt thiéu nién
khac lam viéc kém?

APPLICANT la ngudi xin viéc , REFERENCE 1a gidy giéi thiéu, gidy ching nhén, va
EXPERIENCE la kinh nghiém. Bay gio Brandon xin doc lai thi du nay.

VOICE: BRANDON: One of the applicants for a part-time sales position came with good
references. Yet my boss didn’t want to hire him because he was still in high school. Apparently,
he’d had a bad experience with a teenaged employee. To me, my boss TARRED HIM WITH
THE SAME BRUSH. Why did he blame him because of another teen’s poor performance?

MUSIC BRIDGE
TEXT: TRANG : Tiép theo ddy la thanh ngit thir hai.
VOICE: BRANDON: The second idiom is TIT FOR TAT, TIT FOR TAT.
TEXT: TRANG : Thanh ngit TIT FOR TAT c6 nghia 13 tra diia hay dn miéng tra miéng.

Mot phong vién tuong thuat vé nan pham phép gia ting hdi gan day trong thanh phd cua ong nhu
Sau:

VOICE : BRANDON: The police investigator determined that the sudden increase of crimes
was no coincidence. A gang of drug dealers wanted to punish a rival gang for shooting their
leader . That led to a TIT FOR TAT series of murders, kidnappings and arsons that has paralyzed
the city.

TEXT: TRANG : Piéu tra vién canh sat xac dinh rang nan pham phap gia ting bat ngo nay
khong phai 13 diéu trung hop ngau nhién . Mot bang dang budn ban ma tay mubn trimg phat mot
bang dang dbi nghich vé tdi ban nguoi cAm dau ctia ho. Piéu nay da dua téi mot vu tra dila gom
mot loat nhitng vu 4m sét, bét coc,va dot pha lam té liét ca thanh phé.

INVESTIGATOR la diéu tra vién, GANG la bang dang, va TO PARALYZE la lam té liét. Bay
g10 xin mo1 quy vi nghe lai thi du nay.

VOICE : BRANDON: The police investigator determined that the sudden increase of crimes
was no coincidence. A gang of drug dealers wanted to punish a rival gang for shooting their
leader . That led to a TIT FOR TAT series of murders, kidnappings and arsons that has paralyzed
the city.

TEXT: TRANG : Trong doi song hang ngay, khong phai luc nio ciing xay ra nhiing vu tra diia,
nhu quy vi thay trong thi du sau day.

VOICE : BRANDON: Last week, I saw a colleague eating my lunch which I’d stored in the
office refrigerator. | chose to believe there had been some misunderstanding. That’s why I

wasn’t about to grab her lunch the next day in order to get even. I refused to engage in a TIT
FOR TAT.



TEXT: TRANG : Tuén trude, toi trong thay mot df)ng nghi¢p an thure an trua cia to1 ma téi da
cét trong tii lanh ciia co quan. Toi quyet dinh tin rdng d6 chi 1a mot sy hiéu lam. Vi the toi da
khong chop lay thirc an trua cua c6 ay vao ngay hom sau dé tra dtia. To6i khong mudn can du
vao tro dn miéng tra miéng,

TO GRAB la danh l4y, chop 14y, va TO GET EVEN 1a tra thy, tra diia. BAy gid Brandon xin
doc lai thi du nay.

VOICE : BRANDON: Last week, I saw a colleague eating my lunch which I’d stored in the
office refrigerator. | chose to believe there had been some misunderstanding. That’s why I

wasn’t about to grab her lunch the next day in order to get even. I refused to engage in a TIT
FOR TAT.

TEXT: TRANG: Thi dy vira roi da két thiic bai hoc thanh ngit WORDS AND IDIOMS hém nay
ctia dai Tiéng No6i Hoa ky. Nhu vay la ching ta vira hoc dugc hai thanh ngit méi. Mot 1a TAR
SOMEONE OR SOMETHING WITH THE SAME BRUSH nghia Ia coi hai nguoi hay hai vat
cung co khuyet diém nhu nhau, ciing ci4 mé mot lra, va hai 1a TIT FOR TAT nghia 14 tra diia, an
miéng tra miéng. Huyén Trang va Brandon Garner xin kinh chao quy vi thinh gia, va xin hen
gap lai quy vi trong bai hoc Kké tlep

MUSIC THEME



