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This	  lesson	  plan	  is	  to	  accompany	  the	  American	  Stories	  series	  episode,	  
Rappaccini's	  Daughter,	  Part	  Two	  by	  Nathaniel	  Hawthorne.	  

A	  transcript	  of	  the	  story	  is	  included	  at	  the	  end	  of	  this	  lesson	  to	  print	  so	  
students	  can	  read	  as	  they	  listen.	  Teachers	  who	  cannot	  play	  the	  audio	  from	  the	  
website	  can	  read	  the	  story	  aloud	  or	  have	  students	  read	  it.	  

This	  lesson	  plan	  is	  based	  on	  the	  CALLA	  Approach.	  See	  the	  end	  of	  the	  lesson	  for	  
more	  informa?on	  and	  resources	  on	  teaching	  with	  the	  CALLA	  approach.	  The	  
following	  slide	  shows	  the	  five	  parts	  of	  this	  lesson	  plan.	  

Introduc5on	  



Lesson	  Elements	  

Prepare	  
Present	  
Prac5ce	  

Self-‐Evaluate	  
Expand	  



Teach	  vocabulary	  and	  new	  concepts	  

Prepare	  

Introduce	  the	  story.	  “Today	  we	  will	  read	  the	  final	  
half	  of	  our	  American	  story,	  Rappaccini’s	  Daughter.	  
We	  read	  the	  first	  part	  in	  our	  previous	  class.	  What	  do	  
you	  remember	  of	  the	  first	  half	  of	  the	  story?	  Do	  you	  
have	  any	  ideas	  about	  how	  it	  will	  end?”	  

Listen	  to	  students’	  comments	  about	  the	  story.	  
Prompt	  them	  to	  make	  predic?ons	  about	  the	  end.	  

Teach	  the	  vocabulary	  for	  the	  story.	  



Vocabulary	  

sparkle	  -‐	  v.	  to	  be	  or	  become	  bright	  and	  lively	  

scream	  -‐	  v.	  to	  suddenly	  cry	  out	  in	  a	  loud	  and	  high	  voice	  because	  of	  

pain,	  surprise,	  etc.	  

handsome	  -‐	  adj.	  pleasing	  to	  look	  at	  	  

glow	  -‐	  n.	  a	  pink	  color	  in	  your	  face	  from	  exercising,	  being	  excited,	  etc.	  

grab	  -‐	  v.	  to	  quickly	  take	  and	  hold	  (someone	  or	  something)	  with	  your	  

hand	  or	  arms	  

crawl	  -‐	  v.	  to	  move	  with	  the	  body	  close	  to	  or	  on	  the	  ground	  

	  	  



Present	  

Introduce	  the	  task	  to	  students:	  “As	  we	  read	  the	  story	  today,	  we	  will	  
prac?ce	  the	  strategy	  make	  an	  inference	  to	  ‘read	  between	  the	  lines’	  
and	  understand	  the	  deeper	  meaning	  of	  this	  story.	  When	  we	  make	  an	  
inference	  we	  think	  about	  what	  the	  writer	  is	  telling	  us	  indirectly.	  One	  
way	  to	  do	  this	  is	  to	  ask	  ‘why	  did	  the	  character	  do	  that?’	  as	  we	  read.	  
I’ll	  show	  you	  how	  to	  do	  this.”	  

Play	  to	  “He	  has	  created	  many	  terrible	  poisons	  from	  the	  plants	  in	  
his	  garden.”	  

Explain	  to	  students,	  “I	  remember	  this	  from	  the	  first	  part	  of	  the	  story.	  I	  
am	  asking	  my	  self,	  ‘why	  does	  Pietro	  Baglioni	  tell	  Giovanni	  about	  the	  
doctor?’”	  

	  

Explain	  the	  task	  and	  model	  the	  learning	  strategy	  



Model	  the	  strategy:	  “I	  am	  going	  to	  make	  an	  inference	  now.	  I	  think	  
that	  Professor	  Baglioni	  wants	  to	  protect	  Giovanni.	  But	  maybe	  he	  also	  
envies	  Doctor	  Rappaccini.	  He	  admires	  the	  doctor	  for	  his	  scien?fic	  
work,	  but	  Baglioni	  does	  not	  like	  the	  poisons	  the	  doctor	  makes.	  Let’s	  
listen	  to	  more	  of	  the	  story,	  and	  make	  an	  inference	  if	  we	  can.”	  

Play	  or	  read	  aloud	  to	  ‘But	  she	  would	  never	  let	  him	  kiss	  her	  or	  
even	  hold	  her	  hand.	  ’	  

Summarize	  the	  events	  in	  the	  story:	  Beatrice	  and	  Giovanni	  meet	  in	  the	  
garden.	  Beatrice	  stops	  Giovanni	  when	  he	  wants	  to	  touch	  a	  flower.	  
The	  place	  where	  she	  touched	  him	  is	  painful.	  Ask,	  “What	  inference	  can	  
you	  make	  now	  about	  Beatrice?”	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

Explain	  the	  task	  and	  model	  the	  learning	  strategy	  



Guide	  a	  discussion	  of	  the	  hints	  the	  writer	  Hawthorne	  gives	  about	  
Beatrice	  –	  the	  dead	  lizard	  and	  bu[erfly,	  and	  the	  pain	  in	  
Giovanni’s	  arm	  where	  she	  touched	  him.	  Ask	  several	  students	  to	  
explain	  what	  they	  think	  about	  Beatrice	  based	  on	  their	  inferences.	  

Summarize:“Good.	  You	  are	  making	  inferences	  and	  think	  Beatrice	  
herself	  is	  poisonous.	  She	  has	  lived	  all	  her	  life	  in	  a	  garden	  of	  poisonous	  
plants.	  The	  poisons	  do	  not	  hurt	  her.	  Now	  Giovanni	  is	  in	  love	  with	  
Beatrice.	  He	  goes	  to	  the	  garden	  every	  day.	  Let’s	  read	  some	  more	  and	  
see	  if	  we	  can	  make	  more	  inferences.”	  

Play	  or	  read	  aloud	  to	  ‘Give	  it	  to	  your	  Beatrice	  to	  drink.’	  

	  	  

Allow	  students	  to	  prac?ce	  the	  strategy	  with	  the	  story	  

Prac5ce	  



Instruct	  students	  to	  sit	  with	  another	  student	  and	  talk	  about	  the	  
inferences	  they	  can	  make.	  “With	  your	  partner,	  ask	  yourself	  the	  
ques?on,	  ‘Why	  does	  Professor	  Baglioni	  give	  Giovanni	  the	  bo[le?’	  
Your	  reasons	  are	  based	  on	  the	  inferences	  you	  make.”	  

Give	  students	  ?me	  to	  discuss	  their	  inferences.	  Guide	  them	  to	  
ques?on	  the	  mo?ves	  of	  Professor	  Baglioni.	  Does	  he	  really	  want	  
to	  help	  Beatrice?	  

Let’s	  read	  some	  more	  of	  the	  story.	  Keep	  thinking	  about	  your	  
ques?on.	  	  

Play	  to	  ‘“And	  with	  your	  poison	  you	  have	  made	  me	  into	  a	  
monster,	  too.	  I	  am	  a	  prisoner	  of	  this	  garden.”’	  

	  	  

.	   Allow	  students	  to	  prac?ce	  the	  strategy	  with	  the	  story	  



Summarize	  the	  events	  of	  the	  sec?on:	  Giovanni	  realizes	  he	  is	  changing.	  
No?ce	  he	  think	  he	  is	  handsome,	  just	  like	  he	  thought	  Beatrice	  was	  
beau?ful!	  But	  his	  breath	  kills	  flowers	  and	  a	  spider.	  He	  meets	  Beatrice	  
and	  accuses	  her	  of	  making	  him	  a	  monster.	  “What	  inferences	  can	  you	  
make	  now?”	  

Give	  students	  ?me	  to	  discuss	  their	  inferences.	  

“Let’s	  read	  the	  rest	  of	  the	  story.	  Keep	  thinking	  about	  your	  ques?on	  –	  
why	  do	  the	  characters	  do	  what	  they	  do?”	  

Play	  to	  the	  end	  of	  the	  story.	  	  

	  

Allow	  students	  to	  prac?ce	  the	  strategy	  with	  the	  story	  



Ask	  students	  to	  evaluate	  for	  themselves	  whether	  the	  strategy	  helped	  them	  

Self-‐Evaluate	  

Ask	  students	  to	  stay	  with	  their	  partner	  and	  talk	  about	  Doctor	  
Rappaccini’s	  reasons	  for	  keeping	  his	  daughter	  in	  a	  garden	  of	  
poisonous	  plants.	  

Give	  students	  ?me	  to	  talk	  about	  their	  inferences.	  

Ask,	  “Now	  I’d	  like	  to	  ask	  –	  what	  do	  you	  think	  about	  using	  this	  
strategy,	  make	  an	  inference,	  when	  you	  read?	  Did	  it	  help	  you	  
understand	  the	  story?	  How	  about	  understanding	  the	  characters?	  
Write	  a	  sentence	  or	  two	  on	  your	  paper	  to	  turn	  in	  about	  how	  making	  
an	  inference	  helped	  you	  today.”	  



Expand	  

Ask	  students,	  “Are	  there	  other	  ?mes	  when	  you	  can	  make	  an	  
inference?”	  	  

Listen	  to	  students’	  responses.	  

Con?nue,	  “This	  strategy	  is	  helpful	  in	  reading	  a	  story	  with	  hidden	  
meanings.	  It	  gives	  you	  a	  way	  to	  think	  deeply	  about	  the	  characters	  and	  
why	  they	  are	  doing	  things	  in	  the	  story.	  Writers	  do	  not	  usually	  tell	  us	  
about	  their	  characters	  directly.	  They	  show	  us	  about	  the	  character’s	  
mo?ves	  and	  personality	  by	  what	  the	  character	  does.	  The	  writer	  
expects	  you,	  as	  a	  reader,	  to	  enjoy	  making	  inferences	  based	  on	  what	  
you	  are	  shown.”	  Try	  using	  this	  strategy	  tonight	  when	  you	  do	  your	  
homework,	  or	  in	  your	  next	  class.	  Let	  me	  know	  how	  it	  goes!”	  

Ask	  students	  use	  the	  strategy	  in	  other	  contexts	  
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Many	  years	  ago,	  a	  young	  man	  named	  Giovanni	  Guasconti	  left	  his	  home	  in	  Naples	  to	  study	  in	  
northern	  Italy.	  He	  took	  a	  room	  in	  an	  old	  house	  next	  to	  a	  magnificent	  garden	  filled	  with	  
strange	  flowers	  and	  other	  plants.	  
	  	  
The	  garden	  belonged	  to	  a	  doctor,	  Giacomo	  Rappaccini.	  He	  lived	  with	  his	  daughter,	  Beatrice,	  in	  
a	  small	  brown	  house	  in	  the	  garden.	  From	  a	  window	  of	  his	  room,	  Giovanni	  had	  seen	  that	  
Rappaccini’s	  daughter	  was	  very	  beautiful.	  But	  everyone	  in	  Padua	  was	  afraid	  of	  her	  father.	  
	  	  
Pietro	  Baglioni,	  a	  professor	  at	  the	  university,	  warned	  Giovanni	  about	  the	  mysterious	  Doctor	  
Rappaccini.	  “He	  is	  a	  great	  scientist,”	  Professor	  Baglioni	  told	  the	  young	  man.	  “But	  he	  is	  also	  
dangerous.	  Rappaccini	  cares	  more	  about	  science	  than	  he	  does	  about	  people.	  He	  has	  created	  
many	  terrible	  poisons	  from	  the	  plants	  in	  his	  garden.”	  
	  	  
One	  day,	  Giovanni	  found	  a	  secret	  entrance	  to	  Rappaccini’s	  garden.	  He	  went	  in.	  The	  plants	  all	  
seemed	  wild	  and	  unnatural.	  Giovanni	  realized	  that	  Rappaccini	  must	  have	  created	  these	  
strange	  and	  terrible	  flowers	  through	  his	  experiments.	  
	  	  
Suddenly,	  Rappaccini’s	  daughter	  came	  into	  the	  garden.	  She	  moved	  quickly	  among	  the	  flowers	  
until	  she	  reached	  him.	  Giovanni	  apologized	  for	  coming	  into	  the	  garden	  without	  an	  invitation.	  
But	  Beatrice	  smiled	  at	  him	  and	  made	  him	  feel	  welcome.	  
	  	  
“I	  see	  you	  love	  flowers,”	  she	  said.	  “And	  so	  you	  have	  come	  to	  take	  a	  closer	  look	  at	  my	  father’s	  
rare	  collection.”	  
	  	  
While	  she	  spoke,	  Giovanni	  noticed	  a	  perfume	  in	  the	  air	  around	  her.	  He	  wasn’t	  sure	  if	  this	  
wonderful	  smell	  came	  from	  the	  flowers	  or	  from	  her	  breath.	  
	  	  
She	  asked	  him	  about	  his	  home	  and	  his	  family.	  She	  told	  him	  she	  had	  spent	  her	  life	  in	  this	  
garden.	  Giovanni	  felt	  as	  if	  he	  were	  talking	  to	  a	  very	  small	  child.	  Her	  spirit	  sparkled	  like	  clear	  
water.	  
	  	  
They	  walked	  slowly	  though	  the	  garden	  as	  they	  talked.	  At	  last	  they	  reached	  a	  beautiful	  plant	  
that	  was	  covered	  with	  large	  purple	  flowers.	  He	  realized	  that	  the	  perfume	  from	  those	  flowers	  
was	  like	  the	  perfume	  of	  Beatrice’s	  breath,	  but	  much	  stronger.	  
	  	  
The	  young	  man	  reached	  out	  to	  break	  off	  one	  of	  the	  purple	  flowers.	  But	  Beatrice	  gave	  
a	  scream	  that	  went	  through	  his	  heart	  like	  a	  knife.	  She	  caught	  his	  hand	  and	  pulled	  it	  away	  
from	  the	  plant	  with	  all	  her	  strength.	  
	  	  
“Don’t	  ever	  touch	  those	  flowers!”	  she	  cried.	  “They	  will	  take	  your	  life!”	  Hiding	  her	  face,	  she	  ran	  
into	  the	  house.	  Then,	  Giovanni	  saw	  Doctor	  Rappaccini	  standing	  in	  the	  garden.	  
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That	  night,	  Giovanni	  could	  not	  stop	  thinking	  about	  how	  sweet	  and	  beautiful	  Beatrice	  was.	  
Finally,	  he	  fell	  asleep.	  But	  when	  the	  morning	  came,	  he	  woke	  up	  in	  great	  pain.	  He	  felt	  as	  if	  one	  
of	  his	  hands	  was	  on	  fire.	  It	  was	  the	  hand	  that	  Beatrice	  had	  grabbed	  in	  hers	  when	  he	  reached	  
for	  one	  of	  the	  purple	  flowers.	  
	  	  
Giovanni	  looked	  down	  at	  his	  hand.	  There	  was	  a	  purple	  mark	  on	  it	  that	  looked	  like	  four	  small	  
fingers	  and	  a	  little	  thumb.	  But	  because	  his	  heart	  was	  full	  of	  Beatrice,	  Giovanni	  forgot	  about	  
the	  pain	  in	  his	  hand.	  
	  	  
He	  began	  to	  meet	  her	  in	  the	  garden	  every	  day.	  At	  last,	  she	  told	  him	  that	  she	  loved	  him.	  But	  she	  
would	  never	  let	  him	  kiss	  her	  or	  even	  hold	  her	  hand.	  
	  	  
One	  morning,	  several	  weeks	  later,	  Professor	  Baglioni	  visited	  Giovanni.	  “I	  was	  worried	  about	  
you,”	  the	  older	  man	  said.	  “You	  have	  not	  come	  to	  your	  classes	  at	  the	  university	  for	  more	  than	  a	  
month.	  Is	  something	  wrong?”	  
	  	  
Giovanni	  was	  not	  pleased	  to	  see	  his	  old	  friend.	  “No,	  nothing	  is	  wrong.	  I	  am	  fine,	  thank	  you.”	  He	  
wanted	  Professor	  Baglioni	  to	  leave.	  But	  the	  old	  man	  took	  off	  his	  hat	  and	  sat	  down.	  
	  	  
“My	  dear	  Giovanni,”	  he	  said.	  “You	  must	  stay	  away	  from	  Rappaccini	  and	  his	  daughter.	  Her	  
father	  has	  given	  her	  poison	  from	  the	  time	  she	  was	  a	  baby.	  The	  poison	  is	  in	  her	  blood	  and	  on	  
her	  breath.	  If	  Rappaccini	  did	  this	  to	  his	  own	  daughter,	  what	  is	  he	  planning	  to	  do	  to	  you?”	  
	  	  
Giovanni	  covered	  his	  face	  with	  his	  hands.	  “Oh	  my	  God!”	  he	  cried.	  “Don’t	  worry,	  the	  old	  man	  
continued.	  “It	  is	  not	  too	  late	  to	  save	  you.	  And	  we	  may	  succeed	  in	  helping	  Beatrice,	  too.	  Do	  you	  
see	  this	  little	  silver	  bottle?	  It	  holds	  a	  medicine	  that	  will	  destroy	  even	  the	  most	  powerful	  
poison.	  Give	  it	  to	  your	  Beatrice	  to	  drink.”	  
	  	  
Professor	  Baglioni	  put	  the	  little	  bottle	  on	  the	  table	  and	  left	  Giovanni’s	  room.	  The	  young	  man	  
wanted	  to	  believe	  that	  Beatrice	  was	  a	  sweet	  and	  innocent	  girl.	  And	  yet,	  Professor	  Baglioni’s	  
words	  had	  put	  doubts	  in	  his	  heart.	  
	  	  
It	  was	  nearly	  time	  for	  his	  daily	  meeting	  with	  Beatrice.	  As	  Giovanni	  combed	  his	  hair,	  he	  looked	  
at	  himself	  in	  a	  mirror	  near	  his	  bed.	  He	  could	  not	  help	  noticing	  how	  handsome	  he	  was.	  His	  
eyes	  looked	  particularly	  bright.	  And	  his	  face	  had	  a	  healthy	  warm	  glow.	  
	  	  
He	  said	  to	  himself,	  “At	  least	  her	  poison	  has	  not	  gotten	  into	  my	  body	  yet.”	  As	  he	  spoke	  he	  
happened	  to	  look	  at	  some	  flowers	  he	  had	  just	  bought	  that	  morning.	  A	  shock	  of	  horror	  went	  
through	  his	  body.	  
	  	  
The	  flowers	  were	  turning	  brown!	  Giovanni’s	  face	  became	  very	  white	  as	  he	  stared	  at	  himself	  in	  
the	  mirror.	  
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Then	  he	  noticed	  a	  spider	  crawling	  near	  his	  window.	  He	  bent	  over	  the	  insect	  and	  blew	  a	  
breath	  of	  air	  at	  it.	  The	  spider	  trembled,	  and	  fell	  dead.	  “I	  am	  cursed,”	  Giovanni	  whispered	  to	  
himself.	  “My	  own	  breath	  is	  poison.”	  
	  	  
At	  that	  moment,	  a	  rich,	  sweet	  voice	  came	  floating	  up	  from	  the	  garden.	  “Giovanni!	  You	  are	  late.	  
Come	  down.”	  
	  	  
“You	  are	  a	  monster!”	  Giovanni	  shouted	  as	  soon	  as	  he	  reached	  her.	  “And	  with	  your	  poison	  you	  
have	  made	  me	  into	  a	  monster,	  too.	  I	  am	  a	  prisoner	  of	  this	  garden.”	  
	  	  
“Giovanni!”	  Beatrice	  cried,	  looking	  at	  him	  with	  her	  large	  bright	  eyes.	  “Why	  are	  you	  saying	  
these	  terrible	  things?	  It	  is	  true	  that	  I	  can	  never	  leave	  this	  garden.	  But	  you	  are	  free	  to	  go	  
wherever	  you	  wish.”	  
	  	  
Giovanni	  looked	  at	  her	  with	  hate	  in	  his	  eyes.	  “Don’t	  pretend	  that	  you	  don’t	  know	  what	  you	  
have	  done	  to	  me.”	  
	  	  
A	  group	  of	  insects	  had	  flown	  into	  the	  garden.	  They	  came	  toward	  Giovanni	  and	  flew	  around	  his	  
head.	  He	  blew	  his	  breath	  at	  them.	  The	  insects	  fell	  to	  the	  ground,	  dead.	  
	  	  
Beatrice	  screamed.	  “I	  see	  it!	  I	  see	  it!	  My	  father’s	  science	  has	  done	  this	  to	  us.	  Believe	  me,	  
Giovanni,	  I	  did	  not	  ask	  him	  to	  do	  this	  to	  you.	  I	  only	  wanted	  to	  love	  you.”	  
	  	  
Giovanni’s	  anger	  changed	  to	  sadness.	  Then,	  he	  remembered	  the	  medicine	  that	  Professor	  
Baglioni	  had	  given	  him.	  Perhaps	  the	  medicine	  would	  destroy	  the	  poison	  in	  their	  bodies	  and	  
help	  them	  to	  become	  normal	  again.	  
	  	  
“Dear	  Beatrice,”	  he	  said,	  “our	  fate	  is	  not	  so	  terrible.”	  He	  showed	  her	  the	  little	  silver	  bottle	  and	  
told	  her	  what	  the	  medicine	  inside	  it	  might	  do.	  “I	  will	  drink	  first,”	  she	  said.	  “You	  must	  wait	  to	  
see	  what	  happens	  to	  me	  before	  you	  drink	  it.”	  
	  	  
She	  put	  Baglioni’s	  medicine	  to	  her	  lips	  and	  took	  a	  small	  sip.	  At	  the	  same	  moment,	  Rappaccini	  
came	  out	  of	  his	  house	  and	  walked	  slowly	  toward	  the	  two	  young	  people.	  He	  spread	  his	  hands	  
out	  to	  them	  as	  if	  he	  were	  giving	  them	  a	  blessing.	  
	  	  
“My	  daughter,”	  he	  said,	  “you	  are	  no	  longer	  alone	  in	  the	  world.	  Give	  Giovanni	  one	  of	  the	  purple	  
flowers	  from	  your	  favorite	  plant.	  It	  will	  not	  hurt	  him	  now.	  My	  science	  and	  your	  love	  have	  
made	  him	  different	  from	  ordinary	  men.”	  
	  	  
“My	  father,”	  Beatrice	  said	  weakly,	  “why	  did	  you	  do	  this	  terrible	  thing	  to	  your	  own	  child?”	  
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Rappaccini	  looked	  surprised.	  “What	  do	  you	  mean,	  my	  daughter?”	  he	  asked.	  “You	  have	  power	  
no	  other	  woman	  has.	  You	  can	  defeat	  your	  strongest	  enemy	  with	  only	  your	  breath.	  Would	  you	  
rather	  be	  a	  weak	  woman?”	  
	  	  
“I	  want	  to	  be	  loved,	  not	  feared,”	  Beatrice	  replied.	  “But	  now,	  it	  does	  not	  matter.	  I	  am	  leaving	  
you,	  father.	  I	  am	  going	  where	  the	  poison	  you	  have	  given	  me	  will	  do	  no	  harm.	  Good	  bye	  to	  you,	  
Giovanni.”	  
	  	  
Beatrice	  dropped	  to	  the	  ground.	  She	  died	  at	  the	  feet	  of	  her	  father	  and	  Giovanni.	  The	  poison	  
had	  been	  too	  much	  a	  part	  of	  the	  young	  woman.	  The	  medicine	  that	  destroyed	  the	  poison,	  
destroyed	  her,	  as	  well.	  
	  	  
You	  have	  just	  heard	  the	  story	  "Rappaccini’s	  Daughter."	  It	  was	  written	  by	  Nathaniel	  Hawthorne	  
and	  adapted	  for	  VOA	  by	  Dona	  de	  Sanctis.	  Your	  storyteller	  was	  Kay	  Gallant.	  This	  is	  Shep	  O’Neal.	  

___________________________________________________________________________________________	  

Words	  in	  This	  Story	  

sparkle	  -‐	  v.	  to	  be	  or	  become	  bright	  and	  lively	  

scream	  -‐	  v.	  to	  suddenly	  cry	  out	  in	  a	  loud	  and	  high	  voice	  because	  of	  pain,	  surprise,	  etc.	  

handsome	  -‐	  adj.	  pleasing	  to	  look	  at	  	  

glow	  -‐	  n.	  a	  pink	  color	  in	  your	  face	  from	  exercising,	  being	  excited,	  etc.	  

grab	  -‐	  v.	  to	  quickly	  take	  and	  hold	  (someone	  or	  something)	  with	  your	  hand	  or	  arms	  

crawl	  -‐	  v.	  to	  move	  with	  the	  body	  close	  to	  or	  on	  the	  ground	  
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