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Now, VOA Special English presents a special program for New 

Year’s Eve. 

 

That is a song millions of Americans will hear this New Year’s Eve. 

It is called “Auld Lang Syne.” It is the traditional music played 

during the New Year’s celebration. Auld Lang Syne is an old 

Scottish poem. It tells about the need to remember old friends. 

 

The words “auld lang syne” mean “old long since.” No one knows 

who wrote the poem first. However, a version by Scottish poet 

Robert Burns was published in 1776. The words and music we 

know today first appeared in a songbook three years later. 

 

The song is sung in the United States mainly on New Year’s Eve. 

Here is Lou Rawls singing his version of it… 

 

Another version is by the Washington Saxophone Quarter. 

 

As we end our program with “Auld Lang Syne,” I would like to 

wish all of our radio friends a very Happy New Year.  
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Contact information for VOA Learning English: 

 

Postal address: 

VOA Learning English 

Room 3400 

330 Independence Ave SW 

Washington, DC 20237 

United States of America 

 

Email us at: LearningEnglish@voanews.com  

 

Or go to our website -- learningenglish.voanews.com -- and click 

“Contact Us.” 

 

Follow us on Facebook, YouTube, LinkedIn, iTunes and Twitter at 

VOA Learning English 

 

http://learningenglish.voanews.com/ 
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